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INTRODUCTION

There are five fish species in freshwater in Iceland. These are the salmonid

species, Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), brown trout (Salmo trutta) and Arctic

charr (Salvelinus alpinus). The other two ate, European eel (Anquilla anquilla)

and three-spined sticklebacks (Gasterosteus aculeatus). Of these species salmon is

of the greatest economic importance.

The fishing season in Icelandic rivers is 3 ll2 monthes during the period

from 20ft of May to 306 of September. The daily fishing period is 12 hours,

between sunset to dawn, and fishing is always closed between 3 am to 7 am. In

most Icelandic rivers rod and line is the only allowed fishing gear. There is a fixed

number of rods used in each river as decided by the Directorate of Freshwater

Fisheries. As a rule of thumb 1fish/day/rod, on the average, is used for deciding

the number of rods allowed.

Net fishery only takes place in the largest glacial rivers. There has been a

general ban on ocean salmon fishing in Icelandic waters since 1930. An exception

were 5 localities in the western part of Iceland (Vesturland) (Fig 1). At these

localities gillnets, set out from land, have been used. In the 1998 these fishing

rights were permantently bought out by fisherys associations in nerby rivers with

the governmental support. This is possible since salmon cought by anglers are

more valueable than salmon in net fishery. So from now all salmon harvest in

Iceland will be in fresh *ut"t.
The fishing rights go with the ownership of the land adjacent to the rivers.

The landowners are usually farmers. A11 the owners of the fishing rights in a river

system form a fishery asscociation, which manages the exploitation of the fish

stocks, within the frame set by the law. Usuatly the association rents or leases the

fishing rights to angling clubs.

The catch is recorded in special logbooks in the fishing lodges. At the end

of each fishing season the logbooks are gathered by the Institute of Freshwater
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Fisheries. Statistical information are then proccessed. These informations are sent

back to the fisheries associations with new logbooks before the next fishing

season.

Statistics from Icelandic rivers for the 1998 fishing season have now been

processed and the main results are in this report. This work is based on

Gudbergsson (1999), Lax- og silungsveibin 1998, Report from the Institute of

Freshwater Fisheries (in Icelandic). Statistics have been compiled this way since

t974.

METHODS

Iceland is devided into several statistical regions regarding salmon catches

(Figure 1.) Informations on the catch in each region are summaized. The results

from all regions are then combined for the whole country. The catch statistic for

each river and for the fishing methods used are summarized. The harvesting

methods used are rod and line and gillnets. Ocean ranching harvest is also

summarised. In Iceland the weight of freshwater fish is usually measured in

pounds where 1 pound : 500 g. Irngth is measured in cm. For each fish, date of

catch, locality in the river and name of the fisherman is recorded. Fishing

localities are often numbered for ease of processing.

The salmon catch is divided by weight into grilse (lSW, one winter at sea)

and salmon (2SW, two winter at sea). Males up to 8 pounds and females up to 7

pounds are grilse and larger individuals are salmon. This deviation usually shows

the same results as aging by scales. Salmon older than 2 winters at sea are rare.

Brown trout and Arctic charr are caught in many rivers as by-catch with

the salmon. In other rivers these two species are the most dominant species. In

this report there is no difference made between stationary trout and sea-trout, and

searun Arctic charr and stationary Arctic charr.

Catch-and-release has been increasing in popularity. This catch is included

in the statistics but numbers are recorded seperatly.
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RESI]LTS

Sport fishery

A total of 40.286 salmon and 112,8 tonnes were caught by rod in Icelandic

rivers in 1998 (Table 1). This is a 28,8 To increase, by number, from the 1997

season (Table 2. Figure 3) and 12,4 % higher than the 1974-1997 average. The

highest number of salmon was caught in River Rangri 3.848 and a list of the top

10 salmon rivers is shown in Table 3.

Of the 40.286 salmon in the rod catch, 2.826 were cought and released

(Table 2), this is close to 7 % of the catch.

A total of 33.961 brown trout was recorded, there of 7.947 fish in River

I-axe i tsing. (Table 4) and 30.530 Arctic charr, there of 5.467 in River

Eyja{ardar6 (Table 5).

Of the statistical regions in Iceland the highest number of salmon was

caught in the rod fishery in Vesturland 14.946 salmon and lowest in Vestfirdir 978

salmon (Iables 6-12).

Net fishery

In the net fishery 5.939 salmon and 17,4 tonnes were caught in rivers.

The salmon catch, in numbers, in gillnets was only ll3 of the 1974 - 1997 average

and close to the catch in 1997 (5.735) wich was the lowest gillnet catch recorded

(Table 2; Figure 3).

Ocean ranching

A total of II.223 salmon and 35,6 tonnes, returned to ocean ranching

facilities in 1998. The total number of salmon returning from ocean ranching has

been declining for the last few years (Figure 4).

The salnnon catch and harvest

The total number of salmon caugth in the sports fishery and gillnets as well

as returning to ocean rancing sites was 57.448 salmon with a total weight of 165,9

tonnes. In the rod fishery 33.295 frsh (82,7%) were grilse (lS!V) and 6.981 (17,3

%) were salmon (MS!V) (Table 13). The increase form the previous year is in the

grilse run (lSW).
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In the rod fishery the grilse/salmon ratio was 4,8 in the gillnets 3,6 and 5,9

in ocean ranching (Table 14).

For long term comparison, the catch in Icelandic salmon rivers is given for

the period I974-L998 with a calculation of average, maximum and minimum catch

(Table 15). In similar way the catch of brown trout is given in Table 16 and

Arctic charr in Table l7 for the period from 1987-1998.

Gillnet catch of salmon brown trout and Arctic charr and salmon is shown

in table 18.

In two rivers the salmon fishery is based on put and take fishery with

salmon transported from ocean ranching station (Table 19).

DISCUSSION

Since 1930 there has been a general ban on ocean fishery in Iclendic waters

with the exception og few locations with coastal fishery. The number of nets has

been lowering due to lease of nets and buy-out of fishing rights, by anglers and

river owners, in costal and riverine fisheries. Now the fishing rights in coastal

areas hvae been bought-out permanently with the support form the government.

The 1998 fishing season was the first one with all salmon harvest in freshwater.

Since the number of rods used has been almost the same for the past 25 years the

catch can be used as an indicator of the size of the salmon run. As seen from the

catch statistics the salmon catch in rivers in the same area show similar

fluctuatinons.

The proportion of MSW fish is usually higher in rivers in the North and

Northeast Iceland. There is a correlation between the number of grilse (lSW) and

salmon (MSW) the year after i.e. from the same smolt run (Scarnecchia 1984).

l-arger grilse run in the 1998 gives expectations for increase in the salmon run in

the 1999 fishing season.

The number of salmon in ocean ranching has been declining due to lower

number of released smolts and low return rates. Since some strayers from ocean

ranching have been cought in the rod catch this can affect the total number of

catch in rivers. On the other hand some wild salmon have been caought in ocean

ranching facilities.
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There are considerable fluctuations in the salmon catch in Iceland. Usually

salmon catch in rivers in the same region fluctuate together. The size of the

salmon run is decided by the number of outgoing smolts and the survival at sea.

There are common factors affecting the production of smolts in the rivers and the

return rates from the ocean. Climatic factors are of greatest importance and

significant correlation has been found between the catch of grilse and ocean

temperature at the time the smolts are migrating (Scarnecchia 1984; Antonsson et.

al. 1996). There are also significant correlations between the catch of grilse and

salmon the year after in many rivers (Scarnecchia 1984, Scarnecchia et.al. 1989).

The grilse/salmon ratio has been lower in the past years than in the sixties and

seventies. Reasons for this are not clear but this seems to be connected to

environmental factors (Gudjonsson et.al. 1995.) These changes affect the catch in

rivers with high proportion of MSW.

The exploitation rate in rod fisheries in Icelandic rivers are believed to be

between 30-80% (Gudjdnsson 1986). Recent informations on exploitation in the

rod fishery indicate that it can, in many rivers, be high (Gudjonsson et. al. 1996).

REFERENCES

Antonsson, Th., Gudbergsson, G. and Gudjdnsson, S. 1996. Environmental

continuity in fluctuation of fish stocks in the North Atlantic Ocean, with particular
reference to Atlantic salmon. Ndorth American Journal of Fisheries Management

16:540-547.

Gudbergsson,G. 1998. Lax- og silungsveiOin 1997. Report from The Institute of
Freshwater Fisheries, VMST-R/98004.

Gudjdnsson, Th. 1986. Exploitation of Atlantic Salmon in Iceland. In: Atlantic

Salmon: Planning for the future. (ed.) Derik Mills and David Piggins.

Gudj6nsson, S. Einarsson, S.M., Antonsson, Th. and Gudbergsson, G. 1995.

Relation of grilse/salmon ratio to envirnomental changes in several wild stocks of
Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) in Iceland. Can. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci. 52:1385-

1398.



6

scarnecchia, D.L. 1984. Climatic and oceanic variations affecting yield of

Icelandic stocks of Aflantic
salmon. Can. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci., Vol41, pp9L7-935

Scarnecchia, D.L. 1984. Forecasting yields of two-sea-winter Atlantic salmon

(salmo salar)from Icelandic Rivers. can. J. Fish. Aquat. Sci., 8:1234-1240'

Scarnecchia, D.L., Isaksson, A., White, S'E' 1989' New and revised catch

forecasts for two-sea-winter Atlantic salmon (salmo salar) in Icelandic rivers' J'

Appl. Icthyol. 5: 101-1 10.



used to devide the salmon catch in Iceland into

7

-

I
I
t_

f_

t_

I
t

t_

r_

t_

t_

t_

t_

I
I
l-

l-

i-

l-

I

Figure 1. Areas

statistical regions.
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Figure 2. Total number of salmon in rod fishery in Iceland 1974 - 1998.
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Table 1. Total number and weight of caph:red salmon in Iceland in 1998, method of catch

and regions $Veight is in pounds where I pound=500g).

Table 2. Total catch (in numbers) of salmon in Iceland 1974 - 1998 divided by catch method

Percentage of wild salmon in the total catch are shown.

Reglon

Rod fisherr Net fuhery Ocean r:anching Total Percentage

Number Released Catch

landed

Weight

landed

Number Weight Number Weight Number Weight Number Weight

Reykianes 2839 t57 2682 r3369 300 t662 3 139 1503 I 5 4.(

Vesturland 14946 tL62 t3784 75722 527 2688 10770 67289 26243 t45699 45,8 44,2

Vesffi16ir 978 0 978 539 I 5 28 983 5419 1,7 1-(

,lor6urland vestra 9128 906 8222 53379 93 454 9221 53833 16,1 16.3

Vor6urland elstra 4134 292 3442 29583 144 966 4278 30549 7,5 9,3

A,usturland 2596 274 2322 r3505 62 436 2658 t3941 4,6 4,2

lu6urland 5665 35 5630 34730 5 108 30346 10773 65076 18,8 19,7

total 40246 2426 37460 225679 5939 34918 11070 68951 s7295 329544 100,0 100.0

Total weisht (ks) 112840 t'7459 34476 t64774

Year Rod catch
booked

Released Rod catch
landed

Net catch

landed

Catch
rod and net

Ocean

ranchins
Total

number

witd
salmoD

(%)

974 34107 34107 I 8044 52151 3',165 55916 93,3

975 45882 45882 20402 66284 772C 74004 89,6

976 39249 39249 17130 56379 3241 59626 94,6

977 4t302 4t302 20864 62166 2405 6457 | 96,3

9'18 52679 52679 25946 78625 I 953 80578 97,6

979 43955 4395s 8306 62261 1967 64228 96,9

980 30007 30007 8992 48999 3 138 5213'7 94,0

981 27777 27717 44'18 42255 4626 46881 90,1

982 24671 246',11 I 107 35778 5340 4l118 87,0

983 29267 29267 776t 47028 n 194 58222 80,8

984 23582 23582 09t2 34494 6595 41 089 83,9

935 31621 31621 4942 46563 t97 50 66313 70,2

986 4667 I 4667 | 20437 67 108 24100 91208 13,6

987 33907 3390',1 3960 4186',7 14140 62007 '7'7 )
988 47979 4't979 8781 66760 640t7 130771 51,0

989 30082 30082 1738 41820 48611 90431 46.2

990 29443 29443 2339 41782 90726 1 32508 3 1,5

991 31492 31492 0454 4t946 133203 11 5149 23,9

992 42309 42309 2062 5437 I 140163 t95134 27.9

993 39025 39025 0197 49222 168421 2t1649 22,6

994 28042 28042 I 846 3 9888 89225 t29t13 30,9

995 34241 34241 3185 41426 88s21 I 35953 34,9

996 29436 669 28767 8668 31 435 84365 121800 30,7

991 28640 I 558 21082 573s 32817 15248 48065 68,3

998 40286 2826 37460 5939 43399 11223 54622 79,5

average

1974-1997 35426 35224 14s69 49793 4t771 91564 54,4
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Table 3. Top 10 salmon rivers in Iceland 1998.

Table 4. Top 5 brown trout rivers in Iceland 1998.

Table 5. Top 5 Arctic charr rivers in Iceland 1998.

River SaLnon

catch

1. Rane6mar oe H6lsd 3848

2. Fver6 oq Kiarrii 2181

3. Nor6urd 2001

Blanda I 984

5. Laxrl i A6aldal 1928

t. Midfiardarii 1712

Grims6 os Tunsua 1705

3. Langit 1560

Laxri i Dolum 1432

10. Lax6 i Ki6s os Bus6a 1365

River Brown trout
catch

l. Lax6 i Fine. ofan Brua 7947

2. Fremri Laxd 6 Asum 2s67

3. Grenlekur 1679

4. Lax6 i A6aldal 1068

5. I{r6arholtslaekur l01t

River Arctic charr
catch

l. Vi6idals6 oe Fitid 5568

2. Eyiafiardar6 3137

3. Stadarh6ls6 os Hvols6 1469

4. Vatnsdalsri 1438

5 Hors6 t229
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Table 6.

* no records

Number and weight of salmon in catches in Reykjanes 1998. Figures for number,
mean weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, I pound:5O0g).

River
Salmon Grilse Salmon frout Charr

Catch Releasei Catch

Ianded

Weight

landed

Mean

weieht

grilse/
salmon number

Mean
weisht number

Mean
weipht number number

Elli6aar 492 492 2263 4,6 53,7 483 4,5 9 9,3 50 2

Lllfars6 (Korpa) 248 248 I l4l 4,6 30,0 240 4,5 8 7,8 5 0

Leirvoesd 540 540 2484 4,6 23,5 518 4,4 22 9,5 24 0

G6afells6 *

Laxd i Ki6s tt92 117 t075 5698 53 10,6 r089 4,9 103 9,3 326 )
lug6a t73 40 133 732 5,5 10,5 158 \) l5 8,7 I 0

lryniudalsrl t02 r02 592 5,8 6,8 89 5,2 13 9,8 ) 4
3otns6 92 92 460 5,0 29,7 89 4,9 J 9,8 l0 9

)iripavatn '*

Revkianes total: 2839 ts7 2682 13369 15.4 2666 t73 418 t7
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Table 7.

* no records
& Put and take fishery wi$ salmon form oceal ranching. See table 19

# Origin ofthe catch partly from released salmon form ocean ranching.

Number and weight of salmon in catches in Veshuland in 1998. Figures for number,

mean weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500 g).

River
Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout Charr

Catch Released Catch

landed

Weight

landed

mean

weisht

grilse/

salmon number

mean

weisht number

mean

weisht
Catch

number

Catch

number

Vdtr i Svinadal 7 7 36 5,1 6,0 6 4,8 '7.O 5 0

Sel6s og Fver6 40 40 216 5.4 35 5,0 5 8.7 27 I

Laxi i Leirrirsveit 816 202 6t4 3070 5,0 18.0 773 4,6 43 t0,9 189 62

Leir6 i Leirirsveit * 0

Hvitri i Borearfirdi 692 ) 690 4002 5,8 5q 592 5,1 100 9,7 583 78

Andakilsd 63 63 391 6,2 51 53 5 l0 10,6 3 l16

Grimsd oe Tuneud 1705 495 t2t0 6534 5,4 8,6 I 528 50 17'1 9,1 2t3 4

Fl6kadals6 360 360 t764 4,9 13,4 335 4,6 a< 8.6 7 0

Revkiadalsi 95 95 618 6.5 3,0 '71 5,3 24 10.I 3l 6

Dver6 oe Kiarr6 218 I I 2180 13080 6,0 <7 1855 5? 326 10.0 247 )

No16u16 2001 l0 1991 10154 5.1 8.1 1782 4,7 219 9.4 65 8

Nor6lingafli6t &
Gliritu16 t52 t52 699 4,6 49,7 r49 4,5 3 8,7 12 0

Lang6 I 560 245 1315 6707 5,1 I t,0 1430 4,8 I30 a) 0 I
Urri6ari 42 42 22'.1 54 20,0 40 (t 2 9.5 l13 4

Alftri 191 191 I IOE 5.8 168 5,4 23 9.1 5 5./.

Hifar6 311 I 310 r767 \1 11 273 5,3 38 8.5 t< 459

Haffiar6ar6 752 189 563 3434 6.1 4,2 607 <t r45 6.1 t2c

\hio6 i Eviahreopi # 166 r66 1079 6.5 2,1 tt2 5,4 54 8.8 l0 t23

Laxi i Miklaholtshreppi *

Straumfiar6ar6 297 297 t604 5.4 16.5 280 \7 L7 8.7 0 0

Lisa 63 62 353 ?q 47 4.9 l6 7,9 l3 0

Fr666

Setberssd 63 63 309 4,9 0,0 59 4,6 4 8,8 3 121

La,wi 6 Sk6earstond t21 r2t 593 4,9 19,2 ll5 4,8 6 8.3 3 5

Svinafossd i Heydal 24 24 r51 6,3 2,4 t7 5,1 7 9.0 t44 272

Dunkri 39 39 242 6.2 3,9 31 5,1 8 r0.5 0

H6rdudalsi l3 l3 74 5.7 5.5 ll \) 1 8,0 0 1003

Skrauma 6 Sk6earstrond * 0

Mi6i os Tunsud t03 103 567 55 s'l 93 5.1 l0 9,1 0 825

Haukadalsi ne6ri 916 916 4763 <a t5,4 860 4.9 56 9,6 0 12

Haukadalsi efri 9 59 6,6 0,0 7 5,1 I 12.0 ) 892

Laxi i Dolum 1432 T4 t418 8224 5,8 6.6 t243 s? 189 ql I l6

Fdskru6 265 265 1537 5.8 6,4 229 5,I 36 9.'.7

lilerd 30 30 165 5 9.C 27 5,1 3 9,7 0

Laxi i Hvammssveit 58 58 284 4,9 57.C 57 4,8 t I 1,0 9 13

Flekkudalsri (Kiarlakssta6ryi 226 225 I 148 5,1 I r.6 208 4.5 l8 12,3 ll 3

Krossi 50 50 195 3,9 49.C 49 3,8 I 1 1,0 7 60

Bri6ardals6 42 42 239 s7 50 35 4.8 7 1 0.1 8 36

Jta6arh6ls6 oe Hvolsd 6l b(J 330 55 4,5 50 4.8 11 8'1 2 t469

Vesturland total: 14946 tt62 13784 75722 '7.1 13227 1779 2094 572t
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Number and weight of salmon in catches in vesffirdir 199g. Figures for number,
average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound:SOO S.).

:l
Table 8.

.t
River

Salmon Grilse Salmon Irout Charr
Catch Relesed Catch

landed

Weight
landed

mean

weisht
grilse/
salmon number

mean

weieht number
mean

weieht
Catch

number
Catch

numberDorskafiardar6 :t

Fiardarhoms6 *
M6rudals6 *
Su6urfoss6 *
Botnsl6n

Langadals6 186 186 1060 5,7 5,9 r59 5,7 27 11,8 0 97
sa$ar6ar6 l3 13 5'1 4.4 13 4,4 0 0,0 0 5

Laugardals6 343 343 r921 5,6 l0,l 312 \t 3l 9,5 60 4Hvannadals6 *

l3
Sel6 i Skialdfarurardal
Bjamarfiar6ar6 0 0 0 0,0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 185
Sel6 i Steinerimsf. 4 4 25 6.2 1,0 2 4,3 2 10,0 0 t7t
Sta6ar6 i Steingrimsf. * 0
Vi6idals6 i Steingrimsf. 47 47 268 5,"1 6,8 4t 5.0 6 t0,7 0 l0tu6f6 93 93 484 5,2 17,6 88 4,8 5 12,6 I t04Prestbakka.i l3 l3 82 6,3 3.3 l0 4,8 3 11.7 0 0Kross6 85 85 451 <2 t1.l 78 4,8 I1,6 0 0Vikuri lr9 119 655 8.9 t07 4.8 t2 11,2 20
Lax6 i Hrutafir6i 75 75 390 5.2 8,4 67 4,4 8 I 1.3 0 0

Vesffrrdir total: 978 0 978 5391 8,7 877 101 61 609

* no records.
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Table 9. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Nordurland vestra in 1998' Figures for

number, average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch og trout and charr.

(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500S')'

River

Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout Charr

Catch Released Catch

landed

Weight

landed

mean

weisht

grilse/

salmon number

mean

weieht number

mean

weieht

Catch

number

Catch

number

Flrutafiar6ard oe Sik6 243 2 241 1518 63 4,8 201 50 42 12,5 0 564

Tiarnar6 61 6l 348 5;l ot 55 5,1 6 10.8 0 165

Hamars6 * 33 JJ 168 5.1 10,0 30 4,3 J 13-0 ) 0

Mi6fiarbar6 t'172 43 t'|29 t054'l 6,1 5,C t479 \) 293 10.4 18 304

Vi6idals6 og Fiti6 1081 69 t0t2 7185 7,1 3.1 815 sA 266 12,4 316 5s68

Vatnsdals6 I149 664 485 3735 2,0 765 sA 384 t2,t 617 1438

citi6 39 39 265 6,8 0,0 29 4,9 t0 tl.7 ) c

Gli'ifun{ 70 I 69 449 6.5 4,0 56 51 14 11.6 40'7 4

Lax6 6 Asum I 136 110 1026 5643 5.5 7-4 1000 51 136 9.0 4

Fremri Lax6 6 Asum 28 28 r43 5.1 6,0 24 4.8 4 7A 2567 64

Blanda 1984 2 t982 t38't4 '7,0 2"3 1379 5.1 605 tl,4 233 323

Svart6 6t9 1 612 3550 5,8 s? 521 4,7 98 10,5 90 2tl
l.ansavatn 6 Refs.

337

Sev6is6 *

Blondul6n *

Lax6 6 Refasveit t'79 t79 I110 62 5,6 152 s2 27 t2A I 2

HalLi 38 38 201 5,3 18.0 JO 4.8 2 14.0 4 0

Lax6 i Nesium 5 5
A' 8,4 0.3 't,o 4 8,8 0 0

Foss6 i Skef. T7 t7 133 7-8 1,8 ll sA 6 't) ) 0 0

Lax6 i Skef. 79 79 427 5A 7.8 tv 4,6 9 10,7 4 43

Fliseviarkvisl 94 94 761 8,1 I.6 58 s2 -1r) 12,9 373 46

Semundar6 103 103 711 6,9 2.3 72 \'7 31 9,7 1il 156

Nor6ur6 i Skaeafirdi J J 23 7,8 2.0 2 4,7 I 14,0 0 106

t{ialtadals6 og Kolka 58 58 319 55 4.8 48 4"8 l0 8,9 J 221

Elrollleifsdals6 l3 t3 95 t,3 2.3 9 4,6 4 12,5 126 37'l

Fl6kadalsi 4C 40 312 7,8 1.5 24 5,4 l6 ttA JO 655

?li6ta-6 284 8 276 r822 6,6 2.8 210 5.4 74 9,9 I 893

Nordurland vesfra tota 9128 906 8222 53381 5,8 3,4 7047 2081 <t<? 11141

* no records.
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Table 10.

+ no records

Table 11.

Number and weight of salmon in catches in Nordurland eystra in 1998. Figures for number,

average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr'

(\Meight is in pounds, 1 Pound:500 g).

Number and weiglrt of salmon in catches in Austurland 1998. Figures for number,

average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch og fout and charr.

(Weight is in pounds, I pound:500 g).

--l

-l

-t

I
-l

I
-1

River

Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout Charr

Catch Releasec Catch

landed

Weight
landed

mean

weieht

grilse/

salmon number

mean

weisht number

mean

weisht
Catch

number

Catch

number

flafsfiardar6 *

Svarfa6ardals6 ) 2 9 4,3 ) 4,3 0 0,0 39 526

Dorvaldsdalsd *

H6rgi 6 6 32 5,4 5,0 5 4.9 I 8.0 26 t229

Eyiafiar6ar6 27 27 l8l 6,7 1,7 t7 4.5 l0 10,4 t42 3r37

Fni6skA 286 286 223r 7.8 1,6 175 4,8 lll 12.5 25 579

Di[p6 31 3l 202 6,5 4,2 25 <a 6 11n 0 I

Ski6lfandafli6t 563 563 3885 6,9 )< 400 4,8 163 t 2,0 89 403

l.axi i A6aldal 1928 237 1691 t47t2 8,',l 1,3 1094 55 834 r2,9 I 068 52

Laxi LaxArdal
l98l 37

,axa M.ivatnssveit
5569 83

-ax Mjvatnssv. H
397 292

Reykiadals6 65 65 423 6,5 2.1 44 4,9 21 9,5 0 0

Mly'rarkvisl 212 2t2 lt24 5? 9.6 t92 4,9 20 9,8 7 0

Litlu6rvdtn l3 l3 6l 4,7 12.0 t2 4,5 I 7,0 42'l 97

Ski6lftavatn + 0 0 0 0.0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0.0 30 150

Brunn6 * 2 2 23 I 1.5 1,0 I 6,0 I t7.0 33 6'l

Deilda16 92 7 185 1217 6,9 aa 132 5,0 60 11,0 55 35

Jrmars6 34 t34 9ll 6,8 2.4 95 4,5 39 t2,4 ll 93

Svalba16s6 59 I 158 I 106 7.0 )5 u3 5.0 46 12.5 0 7

Sand6 '17 17'.l r274 7,2 3.0 133 4,8 44 12,9 1

Hafrat6ns6 260 47 2r3 l66l 7,8 1,7 t64 4,9 96 12.7 ) t66

Kverk6 24 24 t44 6,0 i0 l8 4.4 6 10,8 0 5

H6lkn6 53 53 329 6.2 4,3 43 4.8 t0 t2.1 J 6

Nordurland evsfra total: 4134 292 3842 29s85 7,2 1.8 2665 1469 9905 6968

River

Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout Charr

Catch lelease Catch

landed

Weight
landed

mean

weight
grilse/
salmon number

mean

weieht number

mean

weieht
Catch

number

Catch

number

Mi6fiar66 oe Kverk6 145 t45 841 5R 4,2 tt7 4.3 28 1.9 2 ll
Sel6 i Vopnafir6i I 140 159 981 5788 5,9 5,4 961 4.7 179 2.1 5 37

Vesturdals6 159 159 954 6,0 t< l13 4,0 46 0,7 0 457

Hofsd og Sunnudals6 1008 114 894 5 185 5,8 ?R 796 4,r 212 2,1 32 246

Gils6 os Selfli6t 25 25 133 s? 7,3 22 4,6 3 0,2 67 22r

Keldu6 2 2 l0 5.0 2 50 19 143

Fiar6ar6, Sey6isfir6i. 8 8 50 6,3 t.7 5 5,t J 8.2 0 238

Fiar6a16, Lo6mundarfi16i 3 3 I7 5,7 )o 2 ?s 10,0 I 4L

Brei6dals6 85 I 84 412 4.9 ll,1 78 4,5 '7 9.4 2t4 235

Geithellnaa *

Laxd iNesium 2I 2l ll6 55 q5 19 4.9 2 0-7 43 4

Ausfurland total: 2596 274 2322 13506 <,' 4,4 2lts 481 383 1633

no records
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Table 12.

* no records
& Put and take fishery with salmon form ocean ranching. See table 19.

Table 13. Number and grilse/salmon ratio in
the rod catch of salmon in Iceland
1998 in different regions.

Region
Grilse

number
Salmon

number
grilse/salmon

ratio
Reykjanes

Vesturland

Vestfirdir
Nordurland vestra
Nordurland eystra

Austurland
Sudurland

2666

13227

877

7047

2665

2I15
4698

1',73

I719
101

2081

1469

481

957

t5,4
7,7

8,'7

3,4

1,8

4,4

4.9
Total: 33295 6981 4,8

Number and weight of salnon in catches in Sudurland in 1998. Figures for number,

average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.

(Weight is in pounds, I pound:500 g).

Table 14. Number of grilse, salmon and

grilse/salmon ratio in the catch

by different method.

River
Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout Charr

Catch Released Catch

landed

Weight

landed

mean

weieht

grilse/

salmon number

mean

weieht number

mean

weieht
Catch

number

Catch

number

Nripsvdtn 'l

Lax6. Bruar6 oe Diirod 5 5 41 8,1 l-5 3 5;7 2 11.7 109 7

Eldvatn 6 Brunasandi 2 2 8 4-A 2 4.0 1a 762
Seirlands6 30 30 153 5-l 9-0 2'7 4.7 J 8.8 274 26
Skaftr{ Vatnam6t 0 0 0 0.0 5l 37
Skaft.i Mriva6tar6lar 0 0 0 0,0 138 2
Skafli 26

,Llciresi a Sidu l0 t0 53 5-3 9.0 9 4,9 I 9,0 95 0
Je6argar6svatn 46 0
Holts6 dt

Grenlakur I 4 ?5 1 ?s t679 223

Eldvatn i Me6allandi 6 6 23 3,9 6 3.9 215 29

Hellisi &
Iunsufli6t 30 29 194 6.1 z-i 21 5_l 9 10.5 224 52
Kerlineadals6 oe Vatnsd 98 9'7 495 5-l 9.9 89 4,8 9 8.6 280 148

Affall- A-Landevium 23 za ll0 4-8 l0-5 2l 4.4 2 8.0 269 616
Hei6arvatn I 5 5.0 I 5,0 49 10

Rangdr, Fiskd og H6ls6 3848 l6 3832 22992 6,0 6,3 3323 5,3 52s 10,5 468 72
Minnivallarlekur t2'7 1l
KiLlfa 2 ) l8 9,0 1,0 I 5-0 1 13.0 88 0
Foss6 os Rau66 60 I 59 354 6,0 7,6 53 5,3 7 l1.9 52 l3
Kaldakvisl I I l3 12,5 I 12.5 140
(vislarveita 23 78
Vei6ivritn 196 0
b6risvatn 264 0

Olfus6 9036 7t
Hviti 224 224 1434 6A 3.9 178 5? 46 10,5 513 21
Flasa6s os Bruar6 418 418 3010 1,9 275 t5 143 10,5 189 49
Bruar6. Sp6asta6ir 76 75 533 7.1 3.1 50 5,4 16 10,8 t8 1040
Litla-Lax6 l8 t8 94 <) l8 <') J 0
St6ra Lax6 336 l0l 326 2282 7,0 2,4 238 5A 98 I 1.1 28 38
Sosi6 413 5 408 2570 67 4.0 330 5.5 83 9,8 5t 860
Asgardslakur t'l 17 83 4,9 t7 4.9 2 '7

Baussta6a6s t2 t2 86 72 tA 7 51 5 q? 543 5

Volalekur l1 11 66 6,0 7 4,6 4 8,5 468 108
Hli6arvatn 23 23 110 4.8 t0.5 21 44 2 8,0 269 616

Su6urland total: 5665 35 5630 34731 6,1 4,9 4698 957 15852 4441

Catch
method

Grilse
number

Salmon
number

Ratio
srilse/salmon

Rod
Net
Ranched

33295

4643

9594

6981

1296

1629

4,9

3,6

5.9
Total: 4',7532 9906 4,8
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Catches of brown trout in some lcelandic rivers in 1987 - 1998'

l

-1

I

I
-"1

1

_l

-l

-t

I

I

l

--l

1

'1

I

AEY R
fqqd 1995 1996 1991 1998

Avenge Maimu MlnlEuD

catch catch catch
River - tfi ts7 116 tt?l

46150210317
15? 190 99 1g2 0 149 155 364 305 722 264 

"11
71 49 49 74 4 216 108 357 188 30 136 

":l
35 80 36 99 0 121 98 109 152 247 l0'l 

'o'^l
2s 46 57 108 184 l9l 156 220 2sr 261 798 ttll
5\714302323390316133'11
7 o 5 E o o o o o o :l

00r04oto09lr i'2', " 
i l, l':'il

o 2 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
^l0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 o ul

0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 
^l

1102710021'o^l
20t6758416107s3271
o 3 26 13 4t 31 23 14 16 42 s2 3t1l

366 685 245 667 57t 506 335 388 4so 318 300 
".11

';H "'r, 'li ';tz, "ii'?ii ':ii 'lT; '\+\ 'i?i "41'1i!l

87 27 s3 lll 109 54 82 0 8l 29 
'.910 3 0 l0 0 0 0 0 0 I ll

24 41 23 40 18 44 26 391

23 79 25 24 38 ll 46 43 261

34 49 26 67 165 86 t00 153 130 146 138 
'0.?l

20 8 14 14 3',1 25 12 45 27 31 53 ?:l
591 9s 150 I le 7e 88 41 53 6 18 25 

9:l
835 894 lOTg 1275 1465 l?86 l3o7 705 900 594 . 929 

',Ol:]807 1075 l0l2 606 70E 508 679 723 713 1020 l98l

2351 3786 3235 2186 1905 1808 l?;63 1558 1765 2680 5966-

7lo 6t0 422 784 684 730 583 4& 416 269 427

35502120312815429331711
3E101492428965
3l9544061100
11853315043542224304932
33 12 15 72 7o 53 39 20 27 45 77 67

197 3',1 15 l4E 169 ?45 't't7 307 242 306 375 2t4

362 303 356 193 88 lO9 108 118 251 235 389 274

442 1286 483 1s2 424 354 464 405 388 Sl3 969 21s

84 l7o 92 35 27 38 112 129 171 192 161 2ts

700 894 1425 1fl8 2&0 2338 33ll 3638 2730 2193 16'79

62 67 148 84 134 134 249 156 r74 239 384 ?24

215 3s9 301 373 284 255 116 l02 212 269

r7g io: 527 359 337 230 393 635 468

60 29 44 70 52 58 366 53 103 161 513

268610761115292329
q3 550 465 322 391 449 301 580 374 326 492 l0ll

287 1448 116l

?7ol
265 7zz ol
t2s 3si ql

r ro 24i ol
tll 332 zgl
2s 6r ol
2Bol
| 4 0l

lo 7B ol
1, 6 rl
o2ol
o o ol

o r ol
tiol

15 58 zl
4E 316 ol
4s4 685 zqsl

2372 4l2l ::al
323 s4o tl
s4 126 ol

& lrr ol
rrool

32 44 rsl
?s jg rfl
ro, 165 261
rs s1 gl

'i, sg\ ul

lo28 1465 srl
894 l98l 508

2591 5966 t263

554 784 269

26509
7142
390

34548
44 77 12

197 375 15

232 389 88

536 1286 192

ll9 215 27

2t36 3638 700

111 384 62

253 399 102

366 635 163

137 513 29

13292
472 l0ll 301

tsri i LeirSnveit
Andakils6

Hvita i Borgarfir6i
Grim6 ogTugui
tsver6 ogKjm6
Alfti
Hitani
Hdr5udals6

Mi66 og Tugu
Haukadalsd

Sta6uh6ls6 og Hvols6

Fjr6ahomrl
Sel5 i Steingrimfr6i
Sta6ai i Steingrimfr6i
llntafu6mi og Sik6

Lviof*a*a
lvi6idals3 og FiU6

I vatnsdalsi
lrremi Lu6 6 asum

ln*.yju*-itt
lFItolll"iGdulr6

Lu6 i A6aldal
Lax6 i Lsudal
L*5 i Mjvatmweit
Litlu6ru6hl

Sel6 i Vopnaf.

Vesturdalsi{
og Smudals6

og Selflj6t

irlm&i

Eldvatn i MeSallmdi

Hei6Natn
og Fisk6
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i

Catches ofArctic charr in some Icelandic rivers in 1987 - 1998'

Av€ng€ Madmu

catch catch

Mlnlmum

catch

t:
II
I
I
t:

t:
-!r

l-E,

-'l

!

tg87 1988 1989 1990 l99l 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

15620
t76 479 0

82 613 4

26 250 0

39 ll3 2

4100
2'18 518 0

457 l02l l8
448 825 70

475 919 I I

812 1490 224

217 562 20

zZs 4A4 12

218 584 13

27t 5& 59

t77 3M 47

t53Z 5568 26

1323 2498 270

63 236 6

3l&2
293 628 45

l0t3 2198 I 10

2446 7071 I

757 1691 358

t392 1783 1063

2385 3625 127

381 579 217

30E 561 l5l
8l 187 29

14830
39 329 0

258 551 97

134 245 68

llt 249 31

572 1402 5l
248 47t 32

302 532 6l
319 977

44 69

19 39

32 ll4
221 403

59 t07
263 616

100 165

23 72

428 9t4 I
134 360

UI
l0 231

279
12
39
0l

193 134

t8 291

73

679 22

401 224

20 107

261 12

584 35

269 59

236 167

t325 366

727 ll82
137 236

47

lr0 1028
,l

t5s7 1467

496 217

275 338

35 187

l8
t

297

245 ll4
249 56

506 5l
357 32

230 6l
453 74

60 69

t4 28
at aa

63 37

8

255 312
13 134

4618142143562
284 479 3 341 0 3 218 189 238 116

15 19 613 88 106 14 '12 4 4 78

22425012361104
1ll 76 tl3 14 35 2s 9 7 63 2

2r461092366
t32 234 518 396 184 0 259 l3l 426 7

231 614 451 340 271 423 361 l02l 1003

70 470 478 650 530 4ll 674 350 396 825

\t 237 919 149 267 66t 747 629 9U
338 g4l 882 397 616 733 934 1490 1316 1469

306 562 536 233 73 80 135 165 165

229 334 259 77 4$4 145 356 l7l
13 183 385 265 254 163 201 92

68 221 532 192 135 129 221 499 363 5&
89 22r 273 152 97 lZ3 144 47 267 3U
26 377 547 467 676 1214 3485 2782 l55l 5568

270 1&2 l85l lll2 1427 1058 812 2498 1861 1438

153452356264161526/,
8&281732444E4s3046

45 221 401 410 381 678 218 t98 377

280 2134 2198 1144 1040 1673 489 26s I 135 655

44 627 &3 881 l24Z 7071 6928 6931 lg8 893

873 1049 668 1691 358 4r-l 475 576

1692 1394 1238 1783 1590 1063 1245 1293 1229

127 2123 2836 3095 3o8o 3319 2l5l 2098 3625 3137

238 390 469 239 25t 550 391 339 49 579

561 391 331 160 173 198 l5l 214 506 403

ll4 137 86 48 114 57 52 29 g 52

013E14t261883
63322101124329

307 3r0 368 551 259 220 193 l3l 104 97

t4t l8l 175 r27 t3l 126 103 tol 68 93

52 2ll 105 103 51 106 E4 l& l 15 37

78 513 1402 726 321 383 4'14 877 1080 457

143 67 357 471 268 261 183 344 250 246

7t 455 382 368 242 381 261 532 421 221

70 600 22 ?3 4lO 369 977 396 197 235

48 29 50 43 40 39 48 43 28 26

122357192814211639
32t327196601146129

12 l5l 247 177 288 273 403 290 294 223

28 \07 65 46 43 85 67 60 53 52

106 203 213 319 ',159 296 l3l 89 498 616

75 65 106 90 83 91 165 150 72

7121712107240?03021
227 426 558 173 130 209 316 914 754 860

r 1o 144 84 '172 92 136 169 360 80 'l 
13

Fver6 ogKju6

i Steingrimfrbi
i Steingrirufu6i

l{ruta{46r6 og Sil<6

Mi6{u6mi
Vi6idalsi og Fitj6
Vatnsdals6

Laxt ( A6ddal
Lax6 i Luirdal
Lu6 i Mjvatnsweit
Lilluitrotn

Vesturdalsi
Hof# og Smudals6

Eldvatn i Medallmdi

HeiSmatn
Rmgrir og Fisk6

Hr6uholtslaku
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Catches ofArctic charr in some Icelandic rivers in 1987 - 1998.

AveBge Madmu

catch catch

Mlnlmum

catch

I

t-

t

t

t

1987 1988 1989 1990 t99t l9y2 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

HJt{E
Hor6udalsri

Mi66 og Tungui
Haukadalsi

16l Steingrimfr6i
i Steingrimfir6i

Fnj6sk6

Skj6lfmdallj6t
Lei i A6ddal
Lsri iLsrirdal
Lax5 i Mjvatnsweit
Litluirudtrr

Eldvatn i Me6allmdi

0ttus6
SogiS

Flr6uholtslaku

7 I 4 6 l8 t4
284 479 3 34t 0 3

t5 19 613 88 106 14

224250t236
lll 76 ll3 t4 35 25

2146109
132 234 518 396 184 0

231 614 451 340 271

70 470 478 650 530 4lt
tt 237 919 149 267

338 941 882 397 616 733 934 1490

306 562 536 233 73 80 135 165

229 334 259 77 44 145 356
13 183 385 265 254 163 20r 92
68 22t 532 192 135 t29 22t 499

89 221 273 l5Z 97 t23 t44 47
26 377 547 467 676 t2l4 3485 2782

270 1642 l85l lll2 1427 1058 812 2498

t53452356264t61
8&281732444845

45 221 401 410 381 628 2l8
280 2t34 2198 n44 1040 t673 489 26s
44 627 &3 881 t242 707t 6928 6931

1049 668 1691 358 417

t69Z 1394 1238 t783 1590 t063 1245
127 2123 2836 3095 3080 3319 2tst 2098
238 390 469 239 251 550 391 339
561 39t 331 160 173 198 l5l 2t4
ll4 t37 86 48 ll4 57 52 29

013814t26
63322t011

307 310 368 551 259 220 t93 l3l
l4l l8l t75 r27 t3l 126 103 l0l
52 211 105 103 5l t06 84 t&
78 513 t402 726 32t 383 474 872
143 67 357 47t 268 26t 183 344
7t 455 382 368 242 381 261 532
70 600 22 23 410 369 977 396
4829504340394843
1223571928t421
32132719660114

12 l5l 247 t77 288 273 &3 2e0
?8 107 65 46 43 85 67 60
106 203 2t3 319 t59 296 l3l 89

75 65 106 90 83 91 165

7t21712t0724020
227 426 558 t73 130 209 316 9t4
'I l0 144 84 t72 92 136 169 360

07
l0 231

279
t2
39
0l

193 134

18 291

73

679 22
zl0l 224

20 107

261 l2
584 35

269 59

236 167

1325 366

727 ll82
t3'7 236

a1
47

I l0 1028

I

t557 t467
496 2t7
275 338
35 187

l8
1

297

245 tt4
249 56

506 5l
357 32
230 6t
4s3 74
60 69

t4 28

2t 22

78

63 37

8

255 312
13 t34

294 223

53 52
498 616

15620
t76 479 0

82 613 4

26 250 0
39u32

448 825 70

47s 919 ll
812 1490 224

217 562 20
2?5 404 12

218 584 13

271 564 59

t7'I 304 41

1532 5568 26

1323 2498 27A

63 236 6

3lg2
293 628 45

t0r3 2198 I l(
2446 7071 l
757 1691 358

410
218 518

457 l02l I

248 47t 32

302 532 6l
319 977 22

44 69 26
t9395
32 ll4 3

22r q3 12

59 107 28

263 616 89

100 165 65

23 72 '1

428 914 130

t34 360 l3

1392 t783 106

2385 3625 12

381 579 21'l

308 561 l5l
8',1 187 29

14830
39 329 0

258 551 97

t34 245 68

lll 249 3'i

572 VAz 5l
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catch in Iceland in 1998' in numbers and weight where recorded'
Table 18. Net
(weight in kg)

Brown trout Arctic charr 

-+in

Salmon
Number Weieht Nrrmhpr Weisht

Number Wetgnt
100

245

40
Siiivawetor lro v esurnarru

4 JJ

228 3465
224Hvitri i llorgarnrol

E.(.LfiiA # l3
t'l

Glera #
I { tl,o-mccveif # 9

12Flekkudalsa *
Bri6ardals6 # 7-:

J
60

c^t; i qLiolr{fqnnerdal

Mi6fiar6ard # 2l 53
7

186

54

18

Bald<r, slavaweror
t62 263 2080

Heraosvour
5',7

279
Mrklavatn I rrJotur

275 676
cLi,ilfandqfli6t 80

64 208

57 205

4

1

8;
1

MiOtlaroara og ry 6 213

6 11,5 I 0,5
Rnrnnd

261 4s6 0 0
12

J

z7

7
SkafiA t99

2163
214

21

242

569 2 J

Kri6afli6t $ 238s
3ll
29,4

242

4',19

0

4l
5i

223

0

4l
44

Vei6ivtitn
Dj6rs6

Hvita i Arnessfslu
Olfusa

2066
1841
1 laA

5 190

6185
??qR

3653 7617
Fialdi samtals 5939

$ Catch Partly taken bY seine

# Broodstock fishery

Table L9. Salmon catch in put and take fishery' The salmon is from ocean ranching'

(weight in Pounds, 1 Pound = 5O0g)'


