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INTRODUCTION

There are five fish species in freshwater in Iceland. These are the salmonid
species, Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), brown trout (Salmo rrutra) and Arctic
charr (Salvelinus alpinus). The other two are, European eel (Anquilla anquilla)
and three-spined sticklebacks (Gasterosteus aculeatus). Of these species salmon is
of the greatest economic importance.

The fishing season in Icelandic rivers is 3 1/2 monthes during the period
from 20th of May to 30th of September. The daily fishing period is 12 hours,
between sunset to dawn, and fishing is always closed between 3 am to 7 am. In
most Tcelandic rivers rod and line is the only allowed fishing gear. There is a fixed
number of rods used in each river as decided by the Directorate of Freshwater
Fisheries. As a rule of thumb 1fish/day/rod, on the average, is used for deciding
the number of rods allowed.

Net fishery only takes place in the largest glacial rivers. There has been a
general ban on ocean salmon fishing in Icelandic waters since 1930. An exception
were 5 localities in the western part of Iceland (Vesturland) (Fig 1). At these
localities gillnets, set out from land, have been used. In the 1997 season fishing
only took place in 1 of these localities. The fishing right have been bought out or
are leased by anglers since salmon cought by anglers are more valueable than
salmon in net fishery.

The fishing rights go with the ownership of the land adjacent to the rivers.
The landowners are usually farmers. All the owners of the fishing rights in a river
system form a fishery asscociation, which manages the exploitation of the fish
stocks, within the frame set by the law. Usually the association rents or leases the
fishing rights to angling clubs.

The catch is recorded in special logbooks in the fishing lodges. At the end
of each fishing season the logbooks are gathered by the Institute of Freshwater
Fisheries. Statistical information are then proccessed. These informations are sent




back to the fisheries associations with new logbooks before the next fishing
season.

Statistics from Icelandic rivers for the 1997 fishing season have now been
processed and the main results are in this report. This work is based on
Gudbergsson (1998), Lax- og silungsveidin 1997, Report from the Institute of
Freshwater Fisheries (in Icelandic). Statistics have been compiled this way since
1974.

METHODS

Iceland is devided into several statistical regions regarding salmon catches
(Figure 1.) Informations on the catch in each region are summarized. The results
from all regions are then combined for the whole country. The catch statistic for
each river and for the fishing methods used are summarized. The harvesting
methods used are rod and line and gillnets. Ocean ranching harvest is also
summarised. In Iceland the weight of freshwater fish is usually measured in
pounds where 1 pound = 500 g. Length is measured in cm. For each fish, date of
catch, locality in the river and name of the fisherman is recorded. Fishing
localities are often numbered for ease of processing.

The salmon catch is divided by weight into grilse (ISW, one winter at sea)
and salmon (2SW, two winter at sea). Males up to 8 pounds and females up to 7
pounds are grilse and larger individuals are salmon. This deviation usually shows
the same results as aging by scales. Salmon older than 2 winters at sea are rare.

Brown trout and Arctic charr are caught in many rivers as by-catch with
the salmon. In other rivers these two species are the most dominant species. In
this report there is no difference made between stationary trout and sea-trout, and
searun Arctic charr and stationary Arctic charr.

Catch-and-release has been increasing in popularity. This catch is included
in the statistics but numbers are recorded seperatly.




RESULTS
Sport fishery

A total of 28.640 salmon and 87 tonnes were caught by rod in Icelandic
rivers in 1997 (Table 1). In 1997 there was 2,7% decrease in the salmon catch by
rod from the 1996 season (Table 2. Figure 3) and it was 19,3% lower than the
1974-1996 average. The highest number of salmon was caught in River Rangd
2.96 and a list of the top 10 salmon rivers is shown in Table 3.

A total of 22.490 brown trout was recorded, there of 4.005 fish in River
Laxd { Ping. (Table 4) and 29.480 Arctic charr, there of 3.625 in River
Eyjafjardard (Table 5).

Of the statistical regions in Iceland the highest number of salmon was
caught in the rod fishery in Vesturland 11.630 salmon and lowest in Vestfirdir 541
salmon (Tables 6-12).

Net fishery

In the net fishery 5.735 salmon were caught, 5.730 in rivers and 30 in the
gillnet fishery, now only at one locality, at the west coast of Iceland. The weight
of the net catch was 18,8 tonnes. The salmon catch, in numbers, in gillnets only
1/3 of the 1974 - 1996 average and the lowest recorded (Table 2; Figure 3).

Ocean ranching

A total of 15.248 salmon and 48,3 tonnes, returned to ocean ranching
facilities. The total number of salmon returning from ocean ranching has been
declining for the last few years (Figure 4).

The salmon catch and harvest

The total number of salmon caugth in the sports fishery and gillnets as well
as returning to ocean rancing sites was 48.044 salmon with a total weight of 154,2
tonnes. The catch of wild salmon, in numbers, was 35% lower than the average
catch in the years 1974-1996. In the rod fishery 21.476 fish (74,9%) were grilse
(1SW) and 7.164 (25,1%) were salmon (MSW) (Table 13).




In the rod fishery the grilse/salmon ratio was 3,0, in the gillnets 1,7 and
5,3 in ocean ranching (Table 14).

For long term comparison, the catch in Icelandic salmon rivers is given
for the period 1974-1997 with a calculation of average, maximum and minimum
catch (Table 15). In similar way the catch of brown trout is given in Table 16 and
Arctic charr in Table 17 for the period from 1987-1997.

Gillnet catch of salmon brown trout and Arctic charr is given in table 18.

In two rivers the salmon fishery is based on put and take fishery with
salmon from ocean rancing (table 19).

DISCUSSION

The salmon catch in the rod fishery in 1997 was 2,7% lower than in 1996
and 19,3 % lower than the 1974-1996 average. The net catch was the lowest
recorded. The number of nets used has been lowering due to lease of nets and
buy-out of fishing rights, by anglers and river owners, in costal and riverine
fisheries. The number of salmon in ocean ranching has been declining due to
lower number of released smolts and low return rates. Since some strayers from
ocean ranching have been cought in the rod catch this can affect the total number
of catch in rivers but on the other hand some wild salmon have been cought in
ocean rancing facilities.

The size of the salmon run is decided by the number of outgoing smolts
and the survival at sea.

There are considerable fluctuations in the salmon catch in Iceland. Usually
salmon catch in rivers in the same region fluctuate together. There are common
factors effecting the production of smolts in the rivers and the return rates from
the ocean. Climatic factors are of greatest importance and significant correlation
has been found between the catch of grilse and ocean temperature at the time the
smolts are migrating (Scarnecchia 1984; Antonsson et. al. 1996). There are also
significant correlations between the catch of grilse and salmon the year after in
many rivers (Scarnecchia 1984, Scarnecchia et.al. 1989). The grilse/salmon ratio
has been lower in the past years than in the sixties and seventies. Reasons for this
are not clear but this seems to be connected to environmental factors (Gudjonsson




et.al. 1995.) This changes affect the catch in rivers with high proportion of MSW

fish in the catch.

The exploitation rate in rod fisheries in Icelandic rivers are believed to be
between 30-80% (Gudjénsson 1986). Recsent informations on exploitation in rod
fisheries indicates that it can, in many rivers be high (Gudjonsson et. al. 1996).
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Figure 1. Areas used to devide the salmon catch in Iceland into
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Figure 3. Total number of salmon in net fishery in Iceland 1974 - 1997.
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Figure 4. Total number of salmon in ocean ranching in Iceland 1974 - 1997.
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Table 1. Total number and weight of captured salmon in Iceland in 1997, method of catch
and regions (Weight is in pounds where 1 pound=500g).
Rod fishery Net fishery Ocean ranching Total Percentage
Region Number | Released | Catch Weight | Number | Weight | Number | Weight | Number | Weight Number Weight
landed landed
Reykjanes 2439 44 2395 13275 103 927 2542 14202 5,1 4,6
Vesturland 11630 660 10970 67860 370 2189 15145 95700 27145 165749 54,7 53,7
Vestfirdir 541 1 540 3453 541 3453 1,1 1,1
Nordurland vestra 5029 511 4518 31232 106 721 5135 31953 10,3 10,4
Nordurland eystra 2836 228 2608 18028 91 609 2927 18637 5.9 6,0
Austurland 1706 100 1606 10180 71 597 1777 10777 3.6 3,5
Sudurland 4459 14 4445 30137 5097| 33568 9556 63705 193 20,7
Total 28640 1558 27082 174165 5735| 37684 15248 96627 49623 308476 100,0 100,0
Total weight (kg) 87083 18842 48314 154238
Table 2. Total catch (in numbers) of salmon in Iceland 1974 - 1997 divided by catch method
Percentage of wild salmon in the total catch are shown.
Wild
Year Rod catch | Released | Rod catch | Net catch Catch Ocean Total salmon
booked landed landed |rod and net| ranching number (%)
1974 34107 34107 18044 52151 3765 55916 93,3
1975 45882 45882 20402 66284 7720 74004 89,6
1976 39249 39249 17130 56379 3247 59626 94,6
1977 41302 41302 20864 62166 2405 64571 96,3
1978 52679 52679 25946 78625 1953 80578 97,6
1979 43955 43955 18306 62261 1967 64228 96,9
1980 30007 30007 18992 48999 3138 52137 94,0
1981 27777 27777 14478 42255 4626 46881 90,1
1982 24671 24671 11107 35778 5340 41118 87,0
1983 29267 29267 17761 47028 11194 58222 80,8
1984 23582 23582 10912 34494 6595 41089 83,9
1985 31621 31621 14942 46563 19750 66313 70,2
1986 46671 46671 20437 67108 24100 91208 73,6
1987 33907 33907 13960 47867 14140 62007 77,2
1988 47979 47979 18781 66760 64017 130777 51,0
1989 30082 30082 11738 41820 48617 90437 46,2
1990 29443 29443 12339 41782 90726 132508 31,5
1991 31492 31492 10454 41946 133203 175149 23,9
1992 42309 42309 12062 54371 140763 195134 27,9
1993 39025 39025 10197 49222 168427 217649 22,6
. 1994 28042 28042 11846 39888 89225 129113 30,9
1995 34241 34241 13185 47426 88527 135953 34,9
1996 29436 669 28767 8668 47426 84365 131791 36,0
1997 28640 1558 27082 5735 32817 15248 48065 68,3
average
1974-1997 35224 35131 14929 50476 43044 93520 54,0




Tabl Top 10 salmon rivers in Iceland 1997.

River Salmon
catch
1. Rangéamar 2960
2. Nordura 1899
3. bvera og Kjarrd 1633
4. Grimsa og Tungui 1613
5. Langa 1366
6. Lax4 i Adaldal 1227
7. Laxa i Kjos og Bugda 1147
8. Blanda 877
9. Vatnsdalsa 769
10. Laxa i Délum 764

Tabl Top 5 brown trout rivers in Iceland 1997.

River Brown trout
catch
1. Laxa i Ping. ofan Brua 2813
2. Grenlekur 2730
3. Fremri Laxa 4 Asum 1301
4, Skafta 813
5. Laxa i Adaldal 722

Tabl Top 5 Arctic charr rivers in Iceland 1997.

River Arctic charr
catch
1. Eyjafrardara 3625
2. Vatnsdalsa 1861
3. Fljotad 1648
4. Vioidalsa 1551
5. Stadarhdlsa og Hvolsa 1316
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Table 6. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Reykjanes 1997. Figures for number,

mean weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.

(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500g).

Salmon Grilse Salmon \Trout ICharr
River Catch | Released| Catch | Weight | Mean | grilse/ Mean Mean
landed | landed | weight | salmon | number| weight | number | weight number | number

Ellidadr 568 568 2954 5,2 16,8 536 5,0 32 8,6 28 1
Ulfarsa (Korpa) 217 1 216]  1058] 49 26,1] 209] 47 8| 84 9 5
Leirvogsa 411 411 2096 5,1 9,3 371 4,6 40 10,1 4 3
Kidafellsa *
Laxa { Kjos 985 37 948 5688 6,0 4,0 789 5,2 196 9,4 27 0
Bugda 162 6 156 936 6,0 4,8 134 5,4 28 8,8 2 0
Brynjudalsa 76 76 441 5,8 4,1 61 5,1 15 8,5 0 0
Botnsa 20 20 102 5,1 5,1 17 4.4 3 9:3 1 1
Djupavatn + [
Reykjanes total: 2439 44 2395| 13275 6,6/ 2117 322 71 7

* no records




Table 7. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Vesturland in 1997. Figures for number,

11

mean weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500 g).

Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout |Charr
River Catch |Released| Catch | Weight | mean | grilse/ mean mean | Catch | Catch

landed | landed | weight | salmon | number | weight | number | weight | number number
Votn i Svinadal 7 7 37 3,3 6,0 6 4,7 1 9,0 17 0
Selds og bverd 77 77 454 5,9 65 53 12 8,8 8 1
Laxa i Leirarsveit 697 65 632 3286 5,2 9,9 633 4,8 64 9,2 116 35
Leird i Leirarsveit * 0
Hvita { Borgarfirdi 213 2 211 1245 5,9 4,2 172 5,0 41 9,7 264 4
Andakilsa 184 184 1214 6,6 3,6 144 5.7 40 9,7 7 238
Grimsd og Tungud 1613 253 1360 7888 5,8 4,6 1325 5,1 288 9,3 136 0
Flokadalsa 319 2 317 1648 5.2 9,0 287 4,8 32 8,7 7 0
Reykjadalsa 94 94 639 6,8 2,0 63 5.3 31 9,8 41 7
bverd og Kjarra 1633 22 1611 10794 6,7 2.3 1132 5,4 501 9,8 101 63
Nordura 1899 45 1854 10753 5,8 3,8 1507 4,9 392 9,2 45 19
Nordlingafljot & 2
Gljifura 240 240 1200 5,0 23,0 230 4,8 10 8,7 7 0
Langa 1366 195 1171 6675 5.7 5,4 1151 5,2 215 8,9 0 3
Urridad 29 29 162 5,6 8,7 26 51 3 10,3 52 2
Alfta 266 1 265 1696 6,4 2,6 192 5,4 74 9,0 298 6
Hitard og Grjéta 217 217 1367 6,3 3,3 167 51 50 10,4 33 426
Haffjardara 560 560 3528 6,3 33 429 5,3 131 9,5 39 111
Nupé i Eyjahreppi # 83 83 515 6,2 4,2 67 5.4 16 9,4 22 90
Laxd i Miklaholtshreppi *
Straumfjardard 226 226 1514 6,7 2,1 154 5,5 72 9,3 0 0
Lysa 68 68 469 6,9 1,6 42 52 26 9,8 7 7
Frooa 13 13 88 6,8 2,3 9 5,4 4 10,0 0 353
Setbergsd 44 44 264 6,0 0,0 37 51 7 10,6 8 62
Lax4 4 Skogarstrond 46 46 299 6,5 4,1 37 5,5 9 10,2 2 5
Svinafossa i Heydal 17 17 88 5,2 7,5 15 4,9 2 7,8 71 201
Dunka 62 62 527 8,5 1,2 34 5,5 28 12,0 0 2
Horoudalsa 17 17 78 4,6 7,5 15 3,7 2 11,0 0 1021
Skrauma & Skogarstrond * 0
Mioa og Tungua 31 31 229 7,4 1,2 17 5,1 14 10,2 0 396
Haukadalsa nedri 331 331 2284 6,9 1,8 213 5,0 118 10,3 0 36
Haukadalsa efri 13 13 112 8,6 0,0 4 4,4 9 10,4 0 593
Laxa { D6lum 764 63 701 5538 759 1,5 454 5,3 310 11,7 1 9
Faskrid 144 1 143 1058 7,4 1,4 83 5,1 61 10,5 0 0
Glera 65 65 442 6,8 2,0 43 5,4 22 9,6 1 19
Laxa { Hvammssveit 32 32 250 7,8 1,9 21 5,3 11 12,2 1 6
Flekkudalsé (Kjarlaksstadaa 148 6 142 838 5,9 3,4 114 4,7 34 10,0 10 10
Krossa 28 28 157 5,6 3,7 22 4,8 6 8,7 5 29
Budardalsa 59 5 54 329 6,1 3,5 46 5,0 13 10,0 3 14
Stadarholsd og Hvolsa 25 25 193 7,7 0,8 11 5,6 14 9,3 4 1316
Vesturland total: 11630 660 10970 67860 3,4 8967 2663 1306 5086

* no records

& Put and take fishery with salmon form ocean ranching. See table 19.
# Origin of the catch partly from released salmon form ocean ranching
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Table 9. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Nordurland vestra in 1997. Figures for
number, average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch og trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound =500g.).
Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout |Charr

River Catch |Released| Catch | Weight | mean | grilse/ mean mean | Catch | Catch

landed | landed | weight | salmon | number| weight | number weight | number | number
Hrutafjarara og Sika 201 1 200 1360 6,8 2l 147 54 54 10,8 2 363
Tjarnara 37 37 207 5,6 0,0 31 4.8 6 9,8 0 131
Hamarsd *
Midfjardard 602 602 3913 6,5 2,8 442 52 160 9,9 2 267
Vididalsa og Fitja 691 15 676 5408 8,0 14 405 5,4 286 11,7 52| 1551
Vatnsdalsa 769 495 274 2110 Tt 1,8 498 54 2711 11,8 300, 1861
Gilj4 29 29 148 5,1 0,0 28 5,0 1 8,0 13 1
Gljufura 30 30 249 83 1,5 18 6,2 12 114 6 52
Laxa 4 Asum 715 715 4576 6,4 34 552 53 163 10,2 3 4
Fremri Laxé 4 Asum 63 63 340 54 95 57 5,1 6 87| 2379 52
Blanda 877 877 6227 7,1 1,8 566 53 311 10,4 207 301
Svarta 532 532 3086 5,8 6,7 463 5,1 69| 10,5 90 211
Langavatn & Refs. 88 0
Seydisa 0 93
Blondulon 0 50
Laxa & Refasveit 139 139 959 6,9 24 98 52 41 11,1 7 4
Halla 38 38 266 7,0 1,5 23 5,1 15 10,0 8 1
Lax4 i Nesjum 6 6 53 8.8 0,5 2 45 4l 110 0 0
Fossa { Skefilst.hr. *
Laxa i Skefilstadahreppi 41 41 283 6.9 1,7 26 54 15 94 3 68
Huseyjarkvisl 70 70 476 6,8 2.5 50 54 20 10,0 407 30
Semundara 54 54 475 838 09 26 5,8 28| 115 168 274
Norduré i Skagafirdi 0 0 0 0,0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 62
Hrollleifsdalsd 1 1 5 5,0 1 5,0 32 198
Flokadalsa 15 15 116 7,7 1,5 9 5,7 10,7 29| 1135
Fljotaa 119 119 976 8,2 1,3 68 3.3 51 120 1| 1648
Nordurland vestra tota 5029 511 4518, 31232 6,2 23| 3510 1519 3797| 8357

* no records.
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Table 10. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Nordurland eystra in 1997. Figures for number,
average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500 g).
Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout | Charr
River Catch |Released] Catch | Weight | mean | grilse/ mean mean | Catch | Catch
landed | landed | weight | salmon | number| weight | number weight | number | number
Olafsfjardara *
Svarfadardalsa 1 1 6 5.5 1 5:5 0 0,0 26 475
Porvaldsdalsa ~ * 0
Horga 2 2 9 4,5 2 4,5 0 0,0 43 1293
Eyjafjardara 15 15 75 5,0 1,4 10 5,0 7| 10,0 138| 3625
Fnjéska 156 156 1014 6,5 2.7 114 5,3 42 10,8 53 409
Djiipa 43 43 284 6,6 3,8 34 5,8 9 9,8 1 0
Skjalfandafljot 277 277 1884 6,8 3,1 210 5.3 67 11,4 25 506
Lax4 i Adaldal 1227 194 1033 7954 7,7 1,7 770 5,8 457| 10,9 929 64
Lax4 { Laxardal 0 0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0/ 1020 18
Lax4 i Myvatnssveit 0 0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0/ 2680 24
Laxa { Myvatnssv. Haganes 0 0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 305 41
Reykjadalsa 109 109 654 6,0 2,8 80 4,7 29 9,4 0 0
Myrarkvisl 270 270 1566 5.8 5,9 231 5,0 39 10,4 3 0
Litludrvotn 2 2 11 5.5 2 5,5 0 0,0 269 104
Skjalftavatn
Brunna .
Deildara 141 141 860 6,1 4,9 117 5,4 24 9,4 62 29
Ormarsa 141 141 959 6,8 2,9 105 54 36 10,9 17 68
Svalbardsa 98 98 647 6,6 2,6 71 5,1 27, 10,5 10 37
Sanda 91 91 637 7,0 2,8 67 5.3 24| 11,5 0 2
Hafralonsa 221 31 190 1216 6,4 4,0 177 5.3 44| 10,9 12 57
Kverka 6 6 42 7,0 2,0 4 5,3 2| 10,5 0 0
Holkna 36 3 33 211 6,4 3,5 28 5,5 8 9,5 4 6
Nordurland eystra total: 2836 228 2608 18028 6,4 2,5 2023 815 5597| 6758
* no records
Table 11. Number and weight of salmon in catches in Austurland 1997. Figures for number,
average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch og trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500 g).
Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout | Charr
River Catch |Release | Catch | Weight | mean | grilse/ mean mean | Catch | Catch
landed | landed | weight | salmon | number | weight | number weight | number | number
Midfjarda og Kverka 101 101 586 5.8 49 84 43 17 11,6 2 0
Sela { Vopnafirdi 685 76 609 3837 6,3 34 529 5,0 156 10,7 6 115
Vesturdalsa 216 216 1404 6,5 2,2 148 4.4 68 11,0 0| 1080
Hofs4 og Sunnudalsa 607 24 583 3848 6,6 2,7 443 4,7 164 11,9 49 250
Gilsa og Selfljot 18 18 112 6,2 2,6 13 43 5 10,4 77 421
Keldua 3 3 14 4,5 3 4,5 43 258
FjarSara, Sey0isfirdi. 3 3 15 5,0 2,0 2 3,0 1 9,0 0 14
FjarBara, Lodmundarfirdi 2 2 8 4,0 2 4,0 4 81
|Breiodalsa 63 63 309 4,9 14,8 59 4,6 4 9,7 375 197
Geithellnad £
Lax4 { Nesjum 8 8 49 6,1 1,0 4 4 4 9 37 5
Austurland total: 1706 100| 1606 10180 6,0 3,1 1287 419 593| 2421

* o records
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Table 12.  Number and weight of salmon in catches in Sudurland in 1997. Figures for number,

average weight, grilse/salmon ratio and catch of trout and charr.
(Weight is in pounds, 1 pound=500 g).

Salmon Grilse Salmon Trout | Charr
River Catch | Released | Catch | Weight | mean | grilse/ mean mean | Catch | Catch
landed | landed | weight | salmon | number| weight | number| weight | number| number
Brunna 10
Nupsvotn 3
Laxa 1 1 8 8,0 1 8,0 100 15
Eldvatn & Brunasandi 4 4 22 55 4 5.5 74 300
Geirlandsa 47 47 315 6,7 2,6 34 5.1 13 11,0 389 28
Skafta Vatnamot 2 2 6 2,8 2 2,8 565 16
Skaftd Mavaotaralar 1 1 3 3,0 1 3,0 363 0
Skaftd 41 0
Horgsa 4 Sidu 20 20 144 7.2 0,8 9 5,6 11 8,6 112 13
Holtsa *
Grenlekur 3 3 11 3.7 3 3.7 2493 294
Eldvatn i Meallandi 11 11 67 6,1 2.3 7 54 3 T 161 61
Hellisi & 31
Tungufljot 10 2 8 45 5,6 4.0 8 5.0 2 8,0 384 53
Kerlingadalsa og Vatnsa 80 80 448 5,6 4.0 64 5,0 16 8.4 212 88
Heidarvatn 2 2 11 5,5 1 3,0 1 8,0 123 498
Rangar, Fiska og Holsa 2960 5 2955| 18912 6,4 3,3| 2266 5,5 694 9,1 635 150
Minnivallarlaekur 131 2
Kalfa 39 6 33 228 6,9 13 22 53 17 8,9 59 40
Fossa og Rauda 20 150
Kaldakvisl 8 47
Kvislarveita 55 0
Veidivotn 301 0
borisvatn 3999 90
Olfusa 185 185 1295 7,0 2.2 128 5,5 58 10,4 161 30
Hyvita 405 405 3159 7,8 1,2 220 5,6 185 10,5 162 21
Hagads og Briara 41 41 295 72 1,7 26 5,5 15 10,2 12 556
Brtiara, Spoastadir 1 1 7 7,0 1 7,0 8 580
Stora Laxa 359 1 358 3150 8,8 1,0 180 5.8 179 11,8 23 34
Sogid 252 252 1814 72 2,0 161 53 79 10,9 23 657
Asgardslekur 10 10 45 45 10 4.5 0 3
Baugstadaos 17 17 87 5.1 4,7 14 5,1 3 8.0 214 28
Volaleekur 9 9 65 72 0,3 2 5,5 7 7,7 278 52
Hlidarvatn 0| 2018
Sudurland total: 4459 14 4445, 30137 6,8 2,5 3162 1285 11147| 5827

* no records
& Put and take fishery with salmon form ocean ranching. See table 19.

Table 13. Number and grilse/salmon ratio in - - Table 14. Number of grilse, salmon and

the rod catch of salmon in Iceland grilse/salmon ratio in the catch

1997 in different regions. by different method.

Grilse Salmon | grilse/salmon Catch Grilse | Salmon Ratio

Region number | number ratio method number | number | grilse/salmon
Reykjanes 2117 322 6,6 Rod 21476 7164 3,0
Vesturland 8967 2663 3.4 Net 3621 2114 1,7
Vestfirdir 404 137 2,9 Ranched 12725 2420 53
Nordurland vestra 3510 1519 2.3 Total: 37822 11698 3,2
Nordurland eystra 2021 815 2,5
Austurland 1287 419 3,1
Sudurland 3170 1289 25
Total: 21476 7164 3,0
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Table 16. Catches of brown trout in some Icelandic rivers in 1987 - 1997.

Y E A R Average Maximum Minimum

River 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 | catch catch catch

Laxé { Leirarsveit 157 1448 194 219 221 223 180 183 153 157 116 296 1448 116
Andakilsa 4 6 1 5 0 2 1 0 3 1 7 3 7 0
Hvita i Borgarfirdi 152 190 99 192 0 149 155 364 305 722 264 236 722 0
Grimsa og Tungua 71 49 49 74 4 216 108 357 188 30 136 117 357 4
Dvera og Kjarra 35 80 36 99 0 121 98 109 152 247 101 98 247 0
Alfta 29 46 57 108 184 191 156 220 251 261 298 164 298 29
Hitara 5 17 14 30 23 23 39 0 34 61 33 25 61 0
Hordudalsa 7 0 5 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 0
Mio4 og Tungud 0 0 1 0 4 0 1 0 0 1 4 0
Haukadalsa 0 0 78 3 1 2 1 0 14 4 10 78 0
Stadarh6lsa og Hvolsa 3 2 3 2 6 3 1 2 1 2 3 6 1
Fjardarhornsa 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
Seld i Steingrimsfirdi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stadaré i Steingrimsfirdi 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Hratafjardara og Sika 1 1 0 ) 7 1 0 0 2 1 2 p 7 0
Midfjardara 20 16 7 58 41 6 10 7 9 3 2 16 58 2
Vididalsa og Fitja 0 3 26 13 41 34 23 14 16 42 52 24 52 0
Vatnsdalsa 366 685 245 667 571 506 335 388 450 318 300 439 685 245
Fremri Lax4 4 Asum 1069 2352 338 2965 4121 3911 2709 2744 2011 1301 2379 2355 4121 338
Huseyjarkvisl 60 7 12 426 476 483 369 540 373 349 407 318 540 7
Hrollleifsdalsa 0 13 7 34 102 59 53 113 32 46 113 0
Flokadalsa 87 27 93 111 109 54 82 0 81 29 67 111 0
Fljotaa 0 3 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 10 0
Svarfadardalsa 24 44 23 40 18 44 26 31 44 18
Horga 23 79 25 24 38 11 46 43 36 79 11
Eyjafjardara 34 49 26 67 165 86 100 153 130 146 138 99 165 26
Fnjoska 20 8 14 14 31 25 12 45 27 31 53 25 53 8
Skjalfandaflj6t 591 99 150 119 79 88 44 53 6 18 25 116 591 6
Lax4 i Adaldal 835 894 1079 1275 1465 1286 1307 705 900 594 929 1024 1465 594
Lax4 { Laxardal 807 1075 1012 606 708 508 679 723 713 1020 785 1075 508
Lax4 { Myvatnssveit 2351 3786 3235 2186 1905 1808 1263 1558 1765 2680 2254 3786 1263
Litluarvotn 710 610 422 784 684 730 583 464 416 269 567 784 269
Ormarsa 35 50 21 20 31 28 15 42 9 33 17 27 50 9
Sela i Vopnaf. 3 8 10 14 9 2 4 2 8 9 6 7 14 2
Vesturdalsa 3 1 9 5 4 4 0 6 1 1 0 3 9 0
Hofs og Sunnudalsa 11 8 53 31 50 43 54 22 24 30 49 34 54 8
Gilsé og Selfljot 33 12 15 72 70 53 39 20 27 45 77 42 77 12
Breiddalsa 197 31 15 148 169 245 117 307 242 306 375 196 375 15
Geirlandsa 362 303 356 193 88 109 108 118 251 235 389 228 389 88
Skafta 442 1286 483 192 424 354 464 405 388 813 969 565 1286 192
Eldvatn i Medallandi 84 170 92 35 27 38 112 129 171 192 161 110 192 27
Grenlekur 700 894 1425 1648 2640 2338 3311 3638 2730 2493 2182 3638 700
Tungufljot 62 67 148 84 134 134 249 156 174 239 384 166 384 62
Heidarvatn 215 399 301 373 284 255 116 102 212 251 399 102
Rangir og Fiska 179 163 527 359 337 230 393 635 353 635 163
Olfusa 60 29 44 70 52 58 366 53 103 161 100 366 29
Sogid 2 6 8 6 10 7 6 11 15 29 23 11 29 2
Hréarholtslaekur 403 550 465 322 391 449 301 580 374 326 492 423 580 301
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Table 17. Catches of Arctic charr in some Icelandic rivers in 1987 - 1997.

Y E A R Average Maximum Minimum
River 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 catch catch catch

Laxa i Leirarsveit 0 7 7 1 4 6 18 14 21 4 35 11 35 0
Andakilsa 10 231 284 479 3 341 0 3 218 189 238 181 479 0
Hvité i Borgarfirdi 27 9 15 19 613 88 106 14 12 4 4 83 613 4
Grimsa og Tungua 1 2 2 24 250 12 3 6 1 1 0 27 250 0
Dbverd og Kjarra 3 9 111 76 113 14 35 25 9 7 63 42 113 3
Alfta 0 1 2 1 4 6 10 9 2 3 6 4 10 0
Hitara 193 134 132 234 518 396 184 0 259 131 426 237 518 0
Hoérdudalsa 18 291 231 614 451 340 271 423 361 1021 402 1021 18
Mida og Tungua 73 70 470 478 650 530 411 674 350 396 410 674 70
Haukadalsa 679 22 11 237 919 149 267 661 747 629 432 919 11
Stadarhélsd og Hvolsa 401 224 338 941 882 397 616 733 934 1490 1316 752 1490 224
Fjardarhornsa 20 107 306 562 536 233 13 80 135 165 165 217 562 20
Selé { Steingrimsfirdi 261 12 229 334 259 77 404 145 356 231 404 12
Stadaré i Steingrimsfirdi 584 35 13 183 385 265 254 163 201 92 218 584 13
Hritafjardara og Sika 269 59 68 221 532 192 135 129 221 499 363 244 532 59
Midfjardara 236 167 89 221 273 152 97 123 144 47 267 165 273 47
Vididalsé og Fitja 1325 366 26 377 547 467 676 1214 3485 2782 1551 1165 3485 26
Vatnsdalsa 727 1182 270 1642 1851 1112 1427 1058 812 2498 1861 1313 2498 270
Fremri Lax4 4 Asum 137 236 15 34 52 35 6 26 41 61 52 63 236 6
Huseyjarkvisl 7 2 8 64 28 17 32 44 48 45 30 30 64 2
Hrollleifsdalsa 47 45 221 401 410 381 628 218 198 283 628 45
Flokadalsa 110 1028 280 2134 2198 1144 1040 1673 489 265 1135 1045 2198 110
Fljotaa 1 44 627 643 881 1242 7071 6928 6931 1648 2602 7071 1
Svarfadardalsa 873 1049 668 1691 358 417 475 790 1691 358
Horga 1692 1394 1238 1783 1590 1063 1245 1293 1412 1783 1063
; Eyjafjardara 1557 1467 127 2123 2836 3095 3080 3319 2151 2098 3625 2316 3625 127
Fnjoska 496 217 238 390 469 239 251 550 391 339 409 363 550 217
Skjalfandafljot 275 338 561 391 331 160 173 198 151 214 506 300 561 151
| Laxa i Adaldal 35 187 114 137 86 48 114 57 52 29 64 84 187 29
\ Laxd i Laxardal 18 0 13 8 1 4 1 2 6 18 7 18 0
Laxa i Myvatnssveit 1 63 3 2 2 1 0 1 1 24 10 63 0
) Litluarvotn 297 307 310 368 551 259 220 193 131 104 274 551 104
Ormarsé 245 114 141 181 175 127 131 126 103 101 68 137 245 68
Sela { Vopnaf. 249 56 52 211 105 103 51 106 84 164 115 118 249 51
Vesturdalsa 506 51 78 513 1402 726 321 383 474 872 1080 582 1402 51
Hofsé og Sunnudalsa 357 32 143 67 357 471 268 261 183 344 250 248 471 32
Gils og Selfljot 230 61 71 455 382 368 242 381 261 532 421 309 532 61
Breiddalsa 453 T4 70 600 22 23 410 369 977 396 197 326 977 22
Geirlandsa 60 69 48 29 50 43 40 39 48 43 28 45 69 28
Skafta 14 28 12 23 5 7 19 28 14 21 16 17 28 5
Eldvatn i Medallandi 21 22 3 21 3 27 19 6 60 114 61 32 114 3
Grenlekur 78 12 151 247 177 288 273 403 290 294 221 403 12
Tungufljot 63 37 28 107 65 46 43 85 67 60 53 59 107 28
Heidarvatn 106 203 213 319 159 296 131 89 498 224 498 89
Rangir og Fiska 75 65 106 90 83 94 165 150 104 165 65
Olfusa 8 7 12 17 12 10 72 40 20 30 23 72 7
Sogid 255 312 227 426 558 173 130 209 316 914 754 389 914 130
Hréarholtslekur 13 134 110 144 84 172 92 136 169 360 80 136 360 13
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Table 18. Net catch in Iceland in 1997, in numbers and weight where recorded.

(weight in kg)
Salmon Brown Trout Arctic charr
Location number weight number weight | number weight

Sjavarveidi vid Vesturland 30 86 54
Gufud 207 2
Hvita i Borgarfirdi 120 94 2130
Flekkudalsd 13 46
Solvabakki, sjavarveidi 1 90
Miklavatn i Skagafirdi 93 34 175 61
Héradsvotn 46 115 57 2023
Miklavatn i Fljétum 60 1 2871
Skjalfandafljot 82 279 483
Vestmannsvatn 9 26 4000
Lagarfljot 56 216
Midfjardara og Kverka 14 39
Gilsa og Selfljot 1 3 3 212
Brunna 5
Skaftd 9 308 12
Kudafljot 3 9 100 265
Veidivotn 2420 3165 548 273
bjorsa 1804 5699 172 225 30 27
Hvit4 i Arnessyslu 1456 5052 79 84 114 93
Olfusd 1825 6024 134 134 45 36

Total 5735 3469 12787

Table 19. Salmon catch in put and take fishery. The salmon is from ocean ranching.
(weight in pounds, 1 pound = 500g).

Salmon
River number |weight mean weight|
Nordlingafljot 837 7022 8,4
Hellisa 291 2168 7,4
Total 1128 9190




