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VIDIDALSA 1994

Inngangur

Dagana 5-10/7 1994 var gerd-athugun & (Gtbreidslu, vexti og prifum seidastofna i
Vididalsa og Fitjd. Athuganirnar beinast einkum ad laxaseidum, jafnt peim sem eru
ar nattaruklaki i laxgengum hlutum &rinnar sem og afkomu seida sem sleppt hefur

verid & 6laxgeng sveedi.

Rafveitt var & st6dum par sem botngerd og straumlag bjéda upp & &kjésanleg
buisvaedi fyrir laxaseidi. Alls var rafveitt 4 12 st6dum | Vididalsd, par af voru 7 &
6laxgengum svaedum, og 14 [ Fitj4, par af 5 & 6laxgengum sveedum. [ flestum
tilfellum var um ad reeda veidar &4 stodum sem veitt er & arlega, pannig ad
nidurstédurnar eettu ad vera nokkud samanburdarhaefar vid fyrri &r.

Vedur var gott pann tima sem rafvei®arnar st6du yfir og adstaedur til veidanna
go6dar.

Smaéseidum var sleppt & 6laxgeng svaedi [ Fitja, Kambsa og Vididals4, alls 24500
seidum, en fleiri seidi fengust ekki af heimastofnum.

Samantekt um &stand seidastofna, veidina 1994 og horfur fyrir 1995 fylgir
skyrslunni.

Veidin 1994

Veidin 1994 var mjog slék og mun lakari en gert hafdi verid rad fyrir. Alls voru
skradir veiddir laxar 595 sem er minnsta veidi i Vididalsa i meira en tuttugu &r.
Veidin skiptist pannig ad 190 voru smélaxar og 405 stérlaxar.

Veidin byrjadi vel og stérlaxinn var 6venju veenn. Medalpyngd veiddra stérlaxa var
6.7 kg og hefur ekki ordid meiri sidustu tuttugu arin. Til samanburdar ma geta pess
ad minnst vard medalpyngd stérlaxa & pessu timabili teep 5.8 kg arid 1983.

Smalaxaveidin var i mikilli métségn vid stérlaxaveidina, pvi smalaxinn var mjég
smar. Medalpyngd veiddra smélaxa var einungis 2.3 kg og hefur einungis einu
sinni verid leegri sidustu tvo dratugina, en pad var 4rid 1984 (2.2 kg). Arid 1980
vard medalpyngd smélaxa einnig mjog l4g, eda 2.4 kg. Haest vard medalpyngd
smalaxa & pessu timabili 4rin 1977 og 1986, 3.3 kg.

[ 4rum pegar smalaxinn er mjég smér bendir pad yfirleitt til ad tiltdlulega hatt
hlutfall argangsins muni skila sér sem stérlax ari sidar. Gdnguseidadrgangarnir sem
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gengu Gt kéldu sumurin 1979 og 1983 skiludu mjég sméum smalaxi ari sidar, en
skiludu hinsvegar 4-5 sinnum fleiri stérl6xum & neesta &ari par & eftir. Samkveemt
bvi m4 gera r&d fyrir ad um 700-900 stérlaxar geti veidst [ Vididalsd sumarid 1995,
verdi veididlag og adsteedur til veida edlilegar. Stérlaxinn yrdi pé eitthvad smeerri
en hann var sumarid 1994, liklega um eda innan vid 6.0 kg, sem er samt ekki
sleemt. Hér er einungis verid ad tala um medalpyngdir og veentanlega verda margir
laxar mun steerri, en 9-10 punda hrygnur geetu ordid nokkud algeng sjén lika.

Pad sem styrkir mjog likur 8 gédum heimtum stérlaxa sumari® 1995 er hve veenn
stérlaxinn var 1994, ekki einungis i Vididalsd heldur einnig i 60rum am &
nordurlandi. Petta bendir 6tvireett til ad vaxtarskilyrdif sj6 hafi batnad verulega milli
4ra og smeed smélaxa hafi fyrst og fremst verid vegna pess hve seint gonguseidi
féru til sjavar i kalda sumrinu 1993.

Sumarid 1993 var sleppt 2-3000 génguseidum i Vididalsd. Seidi Ur pessari
sleppingu veiddust i rafveidum seinna um sumarid og voru ekki f géngubuiningi og
illa 4 sig komin. Engin merktur lax skiladi sér Ur sleppingunni. Eg tel ad &rangur
sleppingarinnar hafi ordid éverulegur, beaedi vegna pess hvernig ad henni var stadid,
sem og vegna lélegra geeda seidanna.

Astand seidastofna & laxgengum svaedum

Nidurstddur rafveidanna eru teknar saman { Téflu 1 og f Myndum 2 og 3. Pegar
gerdur er samanburdur vid nidurstédur fyrri 4ra ber ad hafa i huga ad pessu sinni
var rafveitt heldur fyrr en oftast 4dur. Vordid i &num var liklega heldur seinna &
ferdinni en i medaléri, en sumarid var hinsvegar évenju gott og langt, sélfar mikid
og hlytt. Haustid var sémuleidis gott. bvi hefur vaxtartimabil seidanna i 4num
beedi verid évenju langt og gott sumarid 1994, en tiltdlulega litill hluti sumarsins var
- lidinn pegar rafveitt var.

Vididalsé

[ Viddalsa var rafveitt & fimm sté6dum 4 laxgenga sveedinu (stadir 5—1'0, Myndir 1
og 2). Vorgémul seidi fundust & premur stédum, en pau hafa ekki verid buin ad
dreifa sér um éna pegar rafveitt var.

Péttleiki seida virdist heldur hafa farid vaxandi, en er p6 enn tiltélulega lagur. Seidi
voru 6ll 6venju smé& midad vid aldur sem er afleiding undanfarandi kaldra sumra.
Gera mé& rad fyrir ad seidi hafi dafnad vel i juli og &gust og ekki er asteeda til ad
eetla annad en ad pau seidi sem voru 2+ sumarid 1994 nai géngusproska sumarid
1995,

Meira bar nd 4 3+ seidum en & undanférnum &rum. P& hefur stér hluti pessa
argangs veaentanlega gengid til sjdvar 1994, ef undan eru skilin seidin & fremsta
kaflanum (stadur 5) par sem laxaseidi eru yfirleitt lengur ad na génguproska en
nedar i anni.




[ heildina m& gera r&d fyrir ad gonguseidaframleidsla & laxgengum svaedum
Vididalsar hafi ordid nokkud géd sumarid 1994. GG6d vaxtarskilyrdi sumarid og
haustid 1994 hafa forsendur fyrir 4framhaldandi g6dri génguseidaframieidsiu 1995.

Fitja

Alls var rafveitt @ niu st6dum 4 laxgenga hluta Fitjar (st 1-9, Mynd 1). | gilinu fyrir
nedan Bjarnarfoss og allt nidur undir Fremri Fitja eru uppeldisskilyrdi mjog gdéd, en
nylidun @ pessu sveedi hefur brugdist neer algjérlega & undanférnum &rum og
sumarid 1993 var sleppt par 5500 seidum. | rafveidunum voru pessi seidi
uppistadan [ veidinni & st6dum 1-3, pé6tt e.t.v. hafi einhver nattdruleg 2+ seidi
verid par innanum. Eldri seidi hafa 6l gengid til sjdvar 1994, en gdnguseida-
framleidsla pessa sveedis hefur ordid frekar ryr vegna seidaskorts og verid langt
undir edlilegri framleidslugetu sveedisins. bau seidi sem veiddust par nd munu ad
likindum &Il ganga til sjdvar 1995 og pé verdur sveedid aftur ad mestu seidatémt
nema klak hafi komist upp sumari® 1994. Seidaskortur ur eldisstéd olli pvi ad ekki
var sleppt seidum sumari® 1994. barna er asteeda til ad sleppa aftur veenum
sumar6ldum seidum 1995. Med pvi meetti tryggja einhverja og jafnvel gdéda
gonguseidaframleidslu & sveedinu begar & arinu 1996, en pad veltur pé mikid 4
tidarfari og geedum seida hvernig til tekst. Seidaslepping 1995 eetti a.m.k. ad geta
tryggt génguseidaframleidslu & pessu sveedi & arinu 1997.

Fra Fremri Fitjum og nidur ad 4rmétum bendir allt til ad gonguseidaframlieidsla 3 +
og 4+ seida hafi ordid g6d sumarid 1994 og likur eru til ad hidn geti haldist
semilega g6éda sumari® 1995. Mikid bar 4 1+ seidum & pessu sveedi { veidunum
1994, en Utbreidsla 2 + seida er k6fl6tt og péttleiki lagur. Pad er pvi meiri 6vissa
um préun génguseidaframleidslunnar eftir 1995, en miki®d veltur 4 hvernig klak-
argangurinn frd 1993 dafnar & neestu &rum.

Astand seidastofna & 6laxgengum svadum

Vatnakerfi Vididalséar og Fitjér bydur upp & stér 0g mjog g60 uppeldissvaedi ofan
6laxgengra fossa. Skortur & seidum og oft frekar sleem geedi til sleppinga hefur
valdid pviad nyting bessara sveeda hefur ekkj alltaf verid eins go0 og eeskilegt hefdi
verid. PGS er lj6st ad pessi sveedi &ttu verulega stéran patt i génguseida-
framleidslunni i kalda sumrinu 1993 sem skiladi mun betri smalaxaveidi en koldu
sumurin 1979 og 1983 og sem atla megi ad skili godri storlaxaveidi sumarid 1995,
Olaxgengu sveedin eru pvi mj6g mikilveeg til ad jafna og tryggja géda laxveidi |
Vididals4.

Vididalsé

Sumarid 1992 var sleppt i lok 4gust 15000 seidum mjog framarlega i Vididals4, fra
Hesteyrum og fram ad Sandfellskvisl. Seidin voru fremur smé pegar peim var
sleppt og { rafveidunum 1993 kom | lj6s ad tiltélulega litil affoll virtust hafa ordi, en
ad pau nzedu vart génguproska fyrr en 1995.




[ rafveidunum 1994 var veitt & tveimur st6dum & pessu sveedi (B 0g C, Mynd 2).
Svo virdist sem hluti sleppingarinnar hafi farid Gt fyrr um sumarid. A nedri stadnum
fannst eitt seidi { géngublning og tvé 6nnur voru bjort 4 ad lita. Seidin voru mun
ryrari & efri stadnum, en &in virdist almennt verda hrjéstrugri pbegar kemur fram fyrir
gangnamannakofann. Eg legg til ad aftur verdi sleppt seidum fr& Hesteyrum og
fram ad gangnamannakofanum sumari® 1995. Mikilveegt er ad seidin séu sem
veenst til ad tryggja sem best gédan arangur.

A kaflann fr& Oxné og fram fyrir Kjalkafoss var einnig sleppt 15000 seidum 1992,
en pessum seidum var sleppt manudi fyrr en seidunum ofar og pau voru betur & sig
komin. Pau seidi d6fnudu vel og hafa flest gengid til sjdvar sumarid 1994.

[ rafveidunum 1993 fannst reitingur af 2 + seidum Ur sleppingu frd 1991 4 sveedinu
fra Hrappstédum fram ad Oxn&. bPessi seidi hafa 6ll gengid Gt sumarid 1994.
Sumari® 1993 var aftur sleppt & petta svaedi 5700 mjég veenum sumardldum
seidum. Litid fannst af pessum seidum f rafveidunum 1994. Einungis tvO seidi
veiddust 4 stad 2 og ekkert & veidistddum 1,3 og 4, en par var veitt 4 500-600 m?
sveedi @ hverjum stad. Liklegast hafa pessi seidi flest gengid Ut sumarid 1994.
Stér hluti svipadrar sleppingar i Nipsa 1993 gekk til sjdvar sem 14 seidi sumarid
1994,

Svo virgist pvi sem gonguseidaframleidsla af 6laxgengum sveedum Vididalsar hafi
ordid g6d 1994 og mun betri en gert hafdi verid rad fyrir eftir athuganirnar 1993.

Sumarid 1994 var sleppt 20500 sumardldum seidum 8. jdli & um &tta km langan
kafla I Vididalsd, fr4 Bakka og sem naest fram ad Oxnd. Seidin voru frekar smé
midad vid &rstima, teeplega 1.8 g ad medaltali og flest a bilinu 4.5-6 cm |6ng. Pau
voru hinsvegar mjog spreek og sleppingin gekk vel og hratt fyrir sig.

bratt fyrir mjog gott sumar og haust 1994 er liklegt ad einungis litill hluti pessarar
sleppingar ndi génguproska sumarid 1995 og pvi mun draga verulega ur géngu-
seidaframleidslu 6laxgenga svaedisins pad 4r. betta er afleiding litillar sleppingar
1993 sem og tiltélulega smarra sleppiseida 1994.

Eitja

Af peim 7500 seidum sem sleppt var i Fitjd fra Gilsbakka og fram eftir anni &riod
1992 virdast flest hafa gengid til sjdvar 1994. Mest fannst af seiGum Ur pessari
sleppingu vid Gilsbakka (stadur -1) en par h6fdu seidin verid i samkeppni vid seidi
ar sleppingu 1991 og pvf vaxi®d heldur ver en seidin ofar i &nni par sem flest seidi
sem fundust dr sleppingunni frd 1992 voru kynproska haengseidi.

Sumarid 1993 var sleppt 3600 seidum & um 2.5 km kafla fyrir framan Bjarnarfoss.
Pessi seidi h6fou dafnad vel (stadir -1 og 0, Mynd 3) og ndd heldur meiri steerd en
seidin sem sleppt var i gilid fyrir nedan Bjarnarfoss & sama tima. P6 ber ad hafa i
huga ad seidi par eru eitthvad bléndud nattdrulegum 2 + seidum (stadir 1-3, Mynd
3). Gera ma rad fyrir ad pessi seidi gangi flest Gt sumarid 1995.




pPratt fyrir hve litlu hefur verid sleppt i Fitja hefur génguseidaframleidsla svaedisins
ad likindum ordid seemileg 1994, en pé téluvert minni en sveedid bydur upp 4.
Likur eru 8 ad hin muni minnka enn sumarid 1995.

Seidi sem sleppt var f Kambs& 1991 munu hafa gengid Gt sumarid 1993 fyrir utan
orfé heengseidi sem urdu kynproska pd um haustid og gengu Gt sumarid 1994.

Sumarid 1994 var sleppt 6. jdli 10500 seidum i Fitjd & um 5.5 km kafla, fra
Gilsbakka og um 1 km fram fyrir skéla. Seidin voru frekar sma, 1.0-1.1 g ad
medaltali og flest 4.0-5.5 cm l6ng.

Pa var einnig sleppt um 4000 seidum { Kambs& & sama tima &4 um 4 km kafla fr&
tangirdingunni 8 Kambshdli og fram eftir 4nni. Seidin voru ordin mjog slopp begar
sleppt var, einkum bau sem sidast féru (neest Kambshdli).

Alyktanir

Athuganir benda til ad génguseidaframleidsla i Vididalsd hafi ordid g6d sumarid
1994, jafnt & laxgengum sem 6laxgengum svaedum. Goénguseidaframleidsla i Fitja
vard hinsvegar fremur litil & 6laxgengum svaedum og mjdg Overuleg i Kambsa. Eins
vard génguseidaframleidsla i gilinu 4 laxgenga sveedinu i Fitja, allt nidur ad Fremri
Fitjum, ryr. Par fyrir nedan virdist génguseidaframleidsia hinsvegar hafa orgid g60.

i heildina m4 gera rad fyrir ad génguseidaframleidsla hafi ordid nokkud géd pé hin
hafi verid misj6fn milli sveeda. Mikilveegt er ad frambod af veenum smaseidum til
sleppinga & 6laxgeng sveedi verdi tryggt sem kostur er. Verdi &framhaldandi
misbrestur par & parf ad endurskoda pa stefnu sem rikt hefur i reektunarmalum
sf@asta aratuginn og e.t.v. taka upp hrognagroft og/eda flutning lifandi klakfisks 4
6laxgeng svedi.

Gott tidarfar 1994 og visbendingar um goo feeduskilyrdi & uppeldissiédum laxins
I 'sjo gefa vonir um ad smaélaxagdngur verdi aftur g6Bar sumarid 1995. Pbratt fyrir
litla smélaxaveidi sumarid 1994 eru miklar likur & ad stérlaxaveidi sumarid 19495
verdi g6d. Laxveidi i Vididalsd og Fitja 1995 eetti pvi ekki ad verda sidri en i
medaléri og liklega verdur hlutfall smélaxa og stérlaxa nokkud jafnt.




Taflal. Fjoldi veiddra laxaseida eftir aldri 4 mismunandi stodum i Vididalsa og
Fitja i rafveidum 5.-9. juli 1994. Stadirnir eru merktir inn 4 kort (Mynd 1).

Stod nr. Steero Fjoldi veiddra laxaseida 4 hverja 100 m2
Vididalsa m?2 0+ 1+ 2+ 3+ 4+
B 50x20 - - 1.5 - =
C 80x6 - - 1.0 - -
0 60x12 - - 1.1 - =
1 60x8 - - - ’ -
2 50x10 - 0.4 - - -
3 60x10 - - - - -
4 65x8 - - - - =
5 40x10 - 13 70 53 -
6 40x10 0.3 73 38 18 -
8 30x15 2.0 78 67 20 1.1
g 30x12 0.6 119 19 03 -
10 50x7 - 100 60 29 -
St60 nr.  Staerd Fjoldi veiddra laxaseida 4 hverja 100 m2
Fitj m?2 0+ 1+ 2+ 3+ 4+
-4 50x12 - - 0.2 - -
-3 40x12 - - 0.8 - -
-2 25x%20 - - 22 - -
-1 70x15 - 12 - - -
0 30x15 - 0.9 - - -
1 30x18 - 1.9 - - -
2 70x7 - 43 - - -
3 50x25 - 1.1 - - -
e 35x12 - 3.8 - 4.8 -
S 40x12 - 98 1.7 13 -
6 50x11 - 71 07 36 04
7 30x10 1.7 157 20 27 -
8 35x10 0.3 226 - 7.7 -
9 40x8 4.1 138 84 34 -
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SALMON STOCKS IN RIVER VIDIDALSA 1994

Introduction

The summer of 1994 in northern Iceland was exceptionally warm and sunny,
following a succession of cold and miserable summers. The spring was possibly
somewhat colder than normal, but the autumn was also very good. The climatic
conditions in 1994 favoured all life in the rivers, not least the juvenile salmon
which are near the top of the food pyramid in the northern salmon rivers.
Unfortunately the dividends of this will only start becoming apparent in 1995 as
far as the anglers are concerned.

The summer of 1993 on the other hand was exceptionally cold and one needs to
go back as far as 1979 and 1983, the two coldest summers in northern lceland
this century, to find a comparable summer. The prevailing conditions in 1993
made their mark on the adult runs in 1994, especially the grilse run. Generally
though, the salmon stocks in Rivers Vididalsad and Fitja are very healthy and the
poor catches in 1984 are likely to stand out as an isolated event rather than the
beginning of a new downward trend.

The fishery in 1994

A total of 595 salmon were caught by anglers in 1994. Of these 190 were grilse,
that is adults returning to spawn after one year in the sea, and 405 were mainly
2 sea-winter (2SW) salmon. The total catch was the lowest on record in the last
two decades and probably even much longer than that. The average catch in
Vididals4 during the 20 year period 1974-1993 is 1276.

During this period the grilse catch has twice been lower than in 1994 though, in
1980 and 1984 when it was 103 and 76 respectively. In this context the 190
grilse caught in 1994 does not look quite so bad and it does reflect the generally
healthy state of the salmon stocks in the rivers and the progress that has been
made in salmon propagation during this time.

The average weight of the grilse was very low, only 2.3 kg and has only once been
recorded lower. That was in 1984 when it was 2.2 kg. The average grilse weight
in 1980 was similarly also very low at 2.4 kg. Vididalsa is renowned for its large
grilse and the largest recorded average weight was 3.3 kg in 1977 and 1986 (43%
greater than in 1994).

The average weight of 28W salmon in 1994 on the other hand was the largest on
record in the last two decades at 6.7 kg. It was lowest during this period in 1983
at 5.8 kg. The fluctuation in the average weight of the 2SW salmon is much less
than for the grilse, both in absolute terms and especially in relative terms. The
large 2SW salmon now reflects improved conditions on the feeding grounds for the
salron, while the small size of the grilse was brought about by a very late out
migration of smolts in 1993 due to the cold summer.
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Small grilse size is generally associated with a high proportion of the smolt year
class staying one more year in the sea before returning to its native river to spawn.
This tendency would be reinforced by good feeding conditions for the salmon in
the sea. We can therefore expect the number of 2SW salmon which will be caught
in 1995 to be 3-5 times that of the grilse caught in 1994.

Status of juvenile stocks

A survey of the distribution, density and growth of juvenile salmon indicates that
the smolt production in Vididalsd in areas where salmon reproduce naturally was
much higher in 1994 than in 1993. This is mostly due to the year class which
hatched in 1991. This year class should also contribute substantially to the smolt
production in 1995.

The smolt production in areas stocked by hatchery reared juveniles made a major
contribution to the smolt production in 1993 and appears to have been quite good
again in 1994 due to shorter than expected residence time of the juvenile stocked
high up in the catchment in 1992 and in a 5 km stretch above Kolufoss in 1993.

The situation in Fitjd is more variable. There the nursery areas above impassable
falls have not received adequate stockings to produce smolts optimally in 1994,
although the area probably made a significant contribution to the overall smolt
production this year. Very few smolts left Kambsa in 1994, but this small tributary
offers good nursery areas which were not utilized fully after the out migration of
smolts from there in 1993. Part of the river was restocked in 1994.

Natural recruitment has been very poor in the top 4 km stretch accessible to
ascending salmon and the smolt production there was poor in 1994, but is
expected to pick up again in 1995 due to stocking of this stretch in 1993. The
lower two-thirds of the river though, from Fremri Fitjar to the confluence with
Vididalsa, appear to have had a very good smolt production in 1994 and the
outlook remains good for 1995,

Conclusion

The salmon stocks in Rivers Vididals& and Fitjda remain strong in spite of the poor
catches in 1994, which can be largely attributed to climatic factors. On the basis
of the small grilse size in 1994 and indications of improved oceanic conditions, as
manifested by the largest average 2SW salmon on record in the last two decades,
good salmon catches are predicted for next year. A favourable summer in 1994
together with generally healthy juvenile stocks produced a good smolt out
migration in 1994 which is indicative of a good grilse run 1995.

| therefore firmly expect the catch to be above average in 1995, with a fairly even

aroportion of 2SW salmon and grilse.

Tumi Témasson
iisheries biologist,
Jecember 1994
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