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VATNSDALSA 1 994

lnngangur

Dagana 26-30 jf ni 1994 var gerO athugun 5 Utbreidslu, vexti og prifum seidastofna
Vatnsdalsdr og hlidarda hennar. Athuganirnar beinast einkum ad laxaseidum, jafnt
beim sem eru rjr ndttriruklaki 5 laxgengum svadum sem og afkomu seida sem
sleppt hefur veri6 5 6laxgeng svaedi.

Rafveitt er d stcjdum par sem botngerd og straumlag bj6da upp 5 dkj6sanleg
b0svadi fyrir laxaseidi. Alls var rafveitt 5 28 stcidum f Srkerfinu, bar af 12 6

6laxgengum sva6um. Einnig var rafveitt 5 einum stad f Giljd sem 5 6s i Hf navatni
eins og VatnsdalsS.

Veitt er 5 scimu eda sem svipudustum striOum d hv.erju dri til ad nidurstddurnar s6u
sem samanburdarhaefastar. Veitt var 5 svipudum tlma 5rs og gert hefur verid d

undanfornum 5rum, Adstredur til veidanna voru almennt frekar erfidar, einkum f
Vatnsdalsd og Alku.

Mikil Shersla hefur veri6 l6gd 6 sleppingar gonguseida f Vatnsdalsd 5 undanfornum
Srum og oft hefur mdtt rekja 2O-3Oo/o veidinnar til slikra sleppinga. Stdr hluti
sleppiseidanna er ormerktur og vel er fylgst med endurheimtum merktra laxa i afla
vei6imanna.

Samantekt 5 ensku fylgir skfrslunni.

Veidin 1994

Alls veiddust 515 laxar iVatnsdalsd sumarid 1994 og er betta minnsta veidi sem
hefur verid skrdd 0r dnni i tvo dratugi, Adur var veidin minnst 6 pessu timabili Srid
1976, en pa6 dr veiddist 571 lax. Medalveidi 5 pessu ti.mabili var 974laxar, en
mest var6 hf n 1582 6rid 1986.

Skipting veidinnar 1994 var pannig ad 373 voru st6rlaxar og '142 smdlaxar.
St6rlaxaveidin batnaditciluvert d milli Ara, en b6 ekki eins mikid og briist hafdi verid
vid. Ovenju mikid veiddist af nrjog vmnum st6rldxum. Alls veiddust 14 laxar sem
voru 20 pund eda pyngri. Medalpyngd stdrlaxanna var einnig sf mesta sidustu tvo
dratugina e6a 7.15 kg, en 5 pessum Srum va6 hfn minnst 5.8 kg drid 1983.
Medalpyngd st6rlaxa i cidrum hrjnverskum i5m var einnig me6 pyngsta m6ti, p6tt
h0n nedi hvergi 7 kg nema i Vatnsdalsd. Fetta bendir til ad vaxtarskilyrdi 5
fedusl6dum laxa f sj6 hafi batnad verulega d milli dra.

Ari6 1992 var sleppt alls um 10000 gringuseidum I VatnsdalsS. Sumarid 19g3
skiludu s6r um 105 smdlaxalir pessum sleppingum sem var um 19% af



sm6laxaveidinni pad drid. Amtlad er ad 33 st6rlaxar hafi veidst (r pessum
sleppingum sumarid 1994 (Tafla 1), eda 9a/o af st6rlaxaveidinni 1994. Fetta er
mjog ndlmgt pvi sem gert hafdi verid rdd fyrir. Laxar rir ndttriruklaki og smdseida-
sleppingum skilud um 2.5 sinnum hrerra hlutfalli st6rlaxa en peir sem komu r-1r

gonguseidasleppingum.

Smdlaxaveidin vard 6venju dopur. Einungis komu 142 smllaxar 6land sumarid
1994 og hefur smdlaxaveidin einungis tvisvar sinnum verid lakari d undanfornum
tuttugu drum, b.e.6rin 198O og 1983, en pd veiddust 76 og 128 sm6laxar hvort
5ri6.

Slok smdlaxaveidi i 994 sk''i rist ad hluta til af mjog 6hagstedu tfdarfari sumarid
1993, en pad parf ad fara aftur til 1983 eda jafnvel 1979 til ad finna jafn kalt
sumar d nordurlandi. Seidin gengu mjog seint ut, en flest benti p6 til ad gongu-
seidaframleidsla hefdi ordid samileg, p6 hIn verdi vissulega minni pegar sumur eru
kcild en ella hefdi or0id.

Onnur dstada slakrar smdlaxavei0i er hve illa . gdnguseidasleppingarnar 1993
skiludu s6r. Alls var sleppt um g00O seidum og par af rdmlega 6O0O ormerktum
{Tafla 1). Af peim er Setlad ad 13 hafa skilad s6r i'veidi sem smdlax sumarid
1994, eda einungis O.12Yo af sleppingunni, sem er 10-15 sinnum lakari Srangur en
nddst hefur 6 undanfarandi drum, Ad vfsu voru endurheimtir smdlaxar 6venjulega
smdir (2.2k9 ad medaltali), sem bendirtil ad um prisvarsinnum fleiri skili s6rsem
st6rlaxar sumarid 1995, en heildarheimtur munu samt vart nd o.4 o/o.

Gonguseidasleppingarst6du pvleinungis ad baki um g% smdlaxaveidinnar, sem er
sama hlutfall og f st6rlaxaveidinni, Gera md rdd fyrir ad petta hlutfall haldist
dbreytt eda aukist heldur i stdrlaxaveidinni 1995.

Medalpyngd veiddra smdlaxa 1993 var 2.5 kg og hefur einungis ordid legri einu
sinni d sfdustu 20 6rum, 6ri6 1984 pegar htin var6 2.3 kg. Ldg medalbyngd
smdlaxa (2.3-2.6 t g) hefur dvalt gefid tiltolulega hdtt hlutfall st6rlaxa dri si'0ar (1 ,b-
3,3 st6rlaxar 6 m6ti hverjum smdlaxi Srid d undan). Batnandi feduskilyrdi i sjd
attu einnig ad hafa dhrif til aukins hlutfalls laxa sem dvelur tvo dr i sj6 og pvf geri
69 rdd fyrir ad st6rlaxaveidin 1995 geti ordid mjcig svipud pvf sem hrjn vard 1gg4.

LaxaseidasleppinEar

Sumarid 1994 var sleppt um 10OOO gonguseidum og var peim skipt i 3 jafna h6pa
og voru um 2OOO seidi i'hverjum hSpi cirmerkt. Seidin komu 6 nokkud misjcifnum
tlma. Seidin f Hof komu um 1O. jUnf, i Forsaeludal ofan Stekkjarfoss um 16. jtlni
og loks i Sunnuhlfd 27. jun(.

f ttOOi sem gerdi eftir miklar rigningar 23-2416 fleddi yfir sleppitjornina i Forsreludal
og flest seidin virtust hafa sloppi6 ut, Fau veiddust si'dan i rafveidunum allt nidur
ad Grfmstungu nokkrum dogum si'dar, Seidin virtust vel smoltud, en oll voru me6
bakterfusfkingu i bakugga og hann mikid 6tinn nidur. Fau seidi sem veiddust i



rafveidunum voru flest med frekar l6legt hreistur, Gera md rdd fyrir ad Sstand
sei6anna dragi frekar rir lffslikum peirra. Fad etti ad sjdst gloggt 5 bakugga laxa
sumurin 1995 og 1996 hvort peir eru f r pessum sleppingum, hvort heldur peir eru
cirmerktir eda ekki.

Fann 30/6 var sleppt 7000 smdsei6um sem flest voru 5 bilinu 5-6 cm. Far af var
sleppt 4600 seidum i H6lkotskvisl, frd Frengslagili niOur ad Srm6tum og 24OO (

Vatnsdals6,par at 12OO fyrir framan Dalsfoss og odru eins 5 um 7OO m kafla fyrir
nedan Dalsfoss.

Um midjan Sgdst var sfdan sleppt um 9000 ormerktum smdseidum. Far af f6ru um
6000 seidi i'Alku, frd Einvfgisfossi og fram i Bri'karkvisl og um 30OO sei6i i KornsS.
Far h6fst sleppingin fyrir nedan efsta fossinn og fram eftir kvfslinni. Ndnari
upplrisingar um pessar sleppingar, staerd og dreifingu seidanna verda I naestu
sk'i rslu.

Astand seidastofna

Nidustcidur rafveidanna eru teknar saman f Toflu 2 og Mynd 2, H6r ad nedan
verdur fjallad ndnar um hverja 5 fyrir sig.

Vatnsdalsd

Stuttur kafli fyrir framan Dalsfoss er n,ittur sem uppeldissvedi fyrir laxaseidi sem
sleppt er sem smdseidum. Ekki er sleppt ofar vegna pess hve erfitt er ad komast
ad Snni par sem hf n fellur i brottu og prongu gili. Far eru vfda fossar sem ekki er
hegt ad komast fram hj6 nema med pvi ad klifra upp rjr gilinu.

Sleppingin fyrir framan Dalsfoss og 6 kaflann fyrir nedan Dalsfoss 1992 virdist hafa
tekist vel. Toluvert veiddist at ilessum seidum nu og virtust flest peirra vera ad
komast i gongubtining. A stad 18, um 20O m fyrir nedan Dalsfoss, fundust einnig
tvo 2+ seidi ur ndtturuklaki. Klak kemst ekki upp iollum Srum 5 pessu svadi og
foss-fltidir nedar [6nni hindra ad sei6i geti numid par land nedan frd. Farna hefur
hrygning tekist ad einhverju leiti haustid 1991 (klak 1992), en ekki f n6gum meli
til ad nrita uppeldisskilyrdin ad fullu og pvi var seidum aftur sleppt 5 petta svadi
1 994.

Nedar, (stadur 2, fyrir nedan Stekkjarfoss, Mynd 1) voru 3 + seidi ri'kjandi, en par
fundust ad vanda allir Srgangar. Seidin voru vel 6 sig komin og greinilegt ad
sterstu 3 + seidin voru ordin bjort.

A cillum rafveidistodunum fyrir nedan Sunnuhlfd (stadir 3-6) voru 3 + seidi rikjandi,
en mjog litid veiddist af yngri seiOum (1 + og 2+) og pau sem veiddust voru mjog
sm6 midad vid aldur. Greinilegt er ad sumarkuldi undanfarandi 5ra hefuir dregi6
mjcig dr vexti seida og nrili6un d bessu svedi.
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Hluti 3 + Srgangsins sem og eldri seidi gengu dt sumarid 1994. Fannig voru flestoll
seidi > 1O cm ordin bjort, p.e. komin i5 fyrsta stig gongub[ningsmyndunar. F6
virdist lj6st ad st6r hluti 3+ Srgangsins (klak 1991) mun ekki ganga til sjdvar fyrr
en sumarid 1995. p6 bendir allt til ad gcinguseidaframleidsla 5 pessu svedi hafi
ordid nokkud g6d d pessu svadi sumarid 1994 en hrin etti ad geta batnad enn
1995. Enn er of snemmt ad segja fyrir um hvort ldgur seidap6ttleiki klakdrganE-
anna frd 1992 og 1993 (1+ og 2+) muni hafa neikvad Shrif 5 gdnguseidafram-
lei6slu pegar fram i sakir.

Svo virdist sem klak6rgangurinn fr6 1993 verdi sterkari i 6nni pegar nedar dregur
par sem botngerdin hentar ver starri seidum (stadir 7 og 8). FaO mun koma f lj6s
I rafveidunum 1995 ad hvada marki bessi seidi munu nema land ofar i 6nni.

A sta6 9, fyrir nedan Fl6di6, veiddist tiltolulega lftid af 3 + seidum, en pessi
6rgangur var rikjandi par f rafveidunum 1993. Fl60i6 hefur mikil Shrif d hitafar i
Snni fyrir nedan og pad er lj6st ad gonguseidaframleidsla 5 pessu svedi hefur ordi6
mjog g6d sumarid 1994, en 5 pessum kafla (Skriduvadidi er dn efa ad finna bestu
uppeldisskilyrdin fyrir laxaseidi f dnni allri. Farna fundust einnig 2 + seidi f mestum
b6ttleika (Tafla 2).

H6lkotskvisl

Seidin sem veiddust tir sleppingunni 1992 voru vel flest i gongubriningi eda ad
ver6a tilbf in og lj6st ad gangan hefur verid hafin Sdur en rafveitt var. Gcinguseida-
framleidsla drinnar atti pvi ad hafa ordid g6d 1994.

Slepping frd 1993 f efri hluta kvlslarinnar virdist einnig hafa tekist vel og starstu
1 + seidin sem veiddust 5 efsta stadnum par sem pau voru ekki i'samkeppni vid
eldri Srgang voru ad komast i'gongubilning.

Sumarid 1995 legg 69 til ad aftur verdi sleppt i efri hluta H6lkotskvislar.

Vaolakvlsl

I Vaglakvfsl var sleppt seidum sumarid 1993 og voru tveir sterdarflokkar greinilegir
I sleppiseidunum (taepir 6 og tepir 7 cm). Fessi skipting var enn greinileg i
rafveidunum '1994 og hafdi lengdarmunurinn milli stardarflokkanna heldur aukist,
Smarri seidin vaxa hagar en pau strerri, einkum i koldum sumrum eins og var
1993. Greinilegt var ad sterstu seidin myndu ganga dt sumarid 1994, en restin
fer ventanlega sumarid 1995. Eg tel lfklegt ad 966 n,iting og tiltolulega jofn
gonguseidaframleidsla fdist helst af 6laxgengum svaOum med pvi ad sleppa
v&num en misst6rum seidum annad hvert iir.

Tungnad

Rafveidarnar i TungnaS syna mjog algengt mynstur og er greinilegt ad par hefur
ekki ordid hrygning i nokkur 6r. Laxaseidi ganga upp i 5na fr Vatnsdalsd og pvi
dregur f r bdttleika sei6a eftir pvf sem ofar dregur. Eins 5rs seidi f undust ekki pessu



sinni sem sk,i rist af pvi hve smd pessi sei6i voru enn f Vatnsdalsd og af fed peirra

bar.

Fad verdur ad metast 1995 hvort dsteda s6 til sleppinga f 6na eda ekki. Svo
virdist sem gringuseidaframleiOsla iirinnar hafi or0id mjog 966 sumarid 1994.

Alka

Slepping fyrir framan Einvigisfoss 1992 hefur greinilega tekist vel og pau seiOi
munu langflest hafa gengiO dt sumarid 1994. Seidin voru dberandi starri og i betri
holdum 6 fremri stadnum (stadur A), sem kemur liklega til af pvf ad par hefur ordi6
minni hreyfing 5 botnefnum I vorleysingunum en nedar (stadur B) og seidin pvf haft
meiri faOu par um vori6. Gonguseidaframleidsla af svaOinu f heild var p6 mjog 966
1 994.

Fyrst var sleppt d svaedid fyrir framan Einvfgisfoss sumarid 1988 og pau seidi
gengu flest til sjdvar 1991. Sfdan hefur verid sleppt par seidum 199O, 1992 og
loks cirmerktum smiiseidum i Sgrist 1994. G6d ganga virdist hafa ordid af svedinu
1991 og mjog g6d 1994 og saemilega g6d ganga 1992. Fad veri eskilegt ad
reyna ad meta Srangur pessara sleppinga med pvi ad athuga dreifingu veiddra laxa
d svedinu. Seidin sem sleppt var 1994 voru oll ormerkt og hafi sleppingin tekist
munu par einnig fdst uppltisingar um afkomu gonguseida af pessu svadi pegar fram
lf0a stundir.

A millifossasvedid var sleppt seidum 1993 og var ekki annad ad sjd en ad sri
slepping hafi tekist vel (stadur 1)og etti ad skila gonguseidum 1995.

A laxgenga hluta Alku voru 3 + seidi rikjandi d ollum stcidum, 2 + seidi fundust i
nokkru magni 5 b6dum stodunum fyrir nedan brfna og adeins vottadi fyrir 1 *
seidum 5 nedsta stadnum, skammt fyrir ofan 5rm6tin. Fad er pvf greinilegt ad
n',i lidun seida f dnni 5 ad mestu leiti raetur ad rekja til landndms sei0a ur VatnsdalsS.

Seidi allra 6rganga eru mjrig smd midad vid aldur, einkum p6 1 + og2+ seidin. Ad
likindum mun eitthvad af 3 + seidum hafa gengi6 rit 1994, en eins og n( er Sstatt
purfa flest seidin fjdgurra dra dvcil i Alku ddur en gcinguproska er ndd. Fad litur pvf
ft fyrir ad gcinguseidaframlei6sla 5 laxgenga svedinu hafi batnad frekar milli 5ra og
allar forsendur eru til a0 hfn verdi med besta m6ti 1995.

Kornsii

Kornsd er laxgeng tiltolulega stuttan kafla og uppeldisskilyrdi fyrir laxaseidi eru rri r
nema 5 kaflanum fyrir ofan veg. Farna er 6rviss hrygning, en framlag Srinnar til
gcingusei6aframleidslu 6rkerfisins i heild er tiltolulega li'tid, I gilinu og ofan pess,
fram hdlsinn, eru vfda g6d uppeldisskilyrdi en efasemdir um hvort seiOi lifi af
nidurgongu hafa dregid [r seidasleppingum par. Einu sinni var sleppt ormerktum
tiltolulega st6rum seidum f okt6ber framan til f 5na, en srj slepping tdkst ekki vel
og hefur enginn lax veidst f r henni svo vitad s6. Sidastlidid sumar var svo sleppt
um 3000 ormerktum smdselOum 6 petta svedi og hafi sti slepping tekist etti ad



fdst rir pvi skoriO 1997 hvort borgi sig ad nrita uppeldissvedi i Kornsd med seida-
sleppingum.

Girjd

F6tt Veidif6lag Vatnsdalsdr ndi einnig til Giljdr er 6in nokkud s6r 5 parti og veidi par
ad likindum nokkud 6h60 pvi sem gerist I VatnsdalsS.

Vorid 1994 gerdi mikid fl6d i Gilj6 og pj6dvegur nr 1 rofnadi vid rasid/brdna og
hundrud tonna af mol bdrust nidur dna. Fvf var rafveitt d einum stad nokkur
hundrud metrum fyrir neOan veginn. Far fannst n5g af laxaseidum og pau virtust
nokkud vel 6 sig komin. Ekki er pvi Ssteda til a0 atla ad laxastofn Srinnar hafi
bedi6 varanlegt tj6n f pessum hamfrirum og ekki er 5streda til ad sleppa seiOum 5

laxgenga hluta Srinnar.

Alyktanir

Veidin sumarid 1994 var s( versta i mcirg dr og md rekja pad til slams Srferdis
sumarid 1993 og bess ad gonguseidasleppingar mist6kust ad mestu leiti pad 6r
einnig. Ranns6knir f Nf psd benda til ad ldlegar heimtur ur gonguseidasleppingum
megi ad mestu rekja til ldlegra seidageda.

Gringuseidasleppingar hafa Sdur skilad g6dum heimtum f VatnsdalsS, prStt fyrir
l6legt Srferdi I sumum 5rum, og hafa slikar sleppingar 5tt verulegan bdtt f ad beta
veidina. Gcinguseidi sem sleppt var 1994 voru illa farin af bakterius,i kingu i
bakugga, en gringubf ningsmyndun peirra virtist edlileg.

Medalpyngd st6laxa var med pvf besta sem pekkist f VatnsdalsS, en smdlaxar voru
hinsvegar meO smesta m6ti. Sama er ad segja um narliggjandi dr, Svo virdist pvf
sem feduskilyrdi f sj6 hafi batnad verulega milli 6ra, en smed sm6laxa md fyrst og
fremst rekja til pess hve seint sei6i gengu til sjdvar sumarid 1993. Fvl eru allar llkur
til ad tiltolulega hdtt hlutfall pessa gonguseidadrgangs muni skila s6r sem tveggja
dra lax sumarid 1995 og st6rlaxaveidin geti ordi6 svipud pvf sem hrin vard 1994,
pdtt medalpyngdin verdi lfklega legri.

Utlit er fyrir ad gonguseidaframleidsla d 6laxgengum svadum i H6lkotskvisl og Alku
hafi ordid mjcig g6d sumarid 1994. Eins vir6ist gonguseidaframleidsla 5 laxgengum
svedum hafa batnad frd pvf sem var 1993, einkum fyrir nedan Fl6did par sem hfn
virdist hafa ordid mjcig g6d. Utganga seida var 5 edlilegumtlma sumarid 1994 og
pad Ssamt aukinni gonguseidaframleidslu og brettum sjdvarskilyrdum atti ad
tryggja verulega aukningu I smdlaxaveidinni 1995.

Forsendur eru til ad gcinguseidaframleidsla geti haldist g6d 1995. Sfdan ri'kir meiri
6vissa um framhaldid, einkum vegna smadar og fadar seida ur klak5gongunum frd
1992 og 1993. Fvi ber ad leggja Sherslu d ad nrita vel 6laxgeng svedi med
sleppingum venna sumaraldra sei6a nastu sumur.
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Tafla 1. Endurheimtur tir gcinguseidasleppingum i Vatnsdals6 1992 og 1993.

Sleppinqar 1993

Forsaludalur

Sunnuhli.d

Hof"

Samtals
* Einn sm6.lax,

Sleppinqar 1992

Sunnuhli6

Hof*

Samtals

rj6ldi
merkt

2007

2002

2004

60 13

Fj 6rdi
merkt

2025

2000

4025

Eeildar
slepping Sn6

5000

4000

Sm6lax
rj. 6atr.
33

410

00

7L3

Hofs6 i Vopnafir6i

merki
St6r

9 (27',)

3 (6)

Eei-mtur
t

0.1s

0.20

o.m

o.12

6*.r.rcirmt.
Fj. r

100 7.7

38 0.9

138 t.4

Eeildar
slepping

2007

5000

2004

9011

6r sleppingu vid Hof, veiddist

Endurh.

22 (73)

1-4 (321

10000 35 (105) L2 (33)
' Einn st6rlax fir sleppingu viO Hof veiddist i sunnudals6 i Vopnafirdi.
Ad auki veiddust tveir st6rlaxar (5 og 7 kg) fir sleppingum vid Sunnuhlid 1991.Annar var fir h6pi st6rra 2+ sei6a og hinn (rr h5pi r+ seida.
Frir laxar irr sleppingym i. adrar 6r veiddust i vatnsdals6 eumarid Lgg4, allirfir eleppingum 1992. Feir komu irr Nirps6 og Lax6 i Aflaldal (st6rlaxar) ogVesturdals6 i Vopnafirdi (sm6lax).
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Tafla 2

Yatnsdalsf
stit6

H6lkotskvisl
sttt6

0

I
2

J

5

Vaelakvfsl
std6

1

2

J

Tungu{
sr66

I
2

)

Fjdldi veiddra laxaseida eftir aldri 6 hverja 100 m2 6 mismunandi sto6um i
Vatnsdalsi og hli6arim hennar i rafueidum 26.-29. juni 1'99a. Sta6irnir eru
merktir inn 6 kort (Mynd 1).

Stard
m2

60x8
60x6
60x6
70x5
50x6
50xl 5
70x15
45x8
45x8
45x1 5

Veidd laxaseidi 5 hverja tr00 m2
1+ 2+ 2+ss 3+ 4+

1

1b

2

J

4
5

6

7

8

9

0;
0.9
1.0

0.3

0.1

3.9
3.6
2.1

0;
1.4

4.J
1'7

0.8

0.5

2.2
0.6
5.9

1.5

3.1

4.7 :
12.9 0.6
9.3 3.7
2.0 0.1
2.1

1.1

eldisgs

0;
t.4
1.0

Stmrd
m2

90x3
80x5
90x6
80x5
80x5

l*ss

10.0

2.3

i.1

Veidd laxaseiOi d hverja 100 m2

- 0.3
l3

2*ss

30
2.4
2.8
l8

Stnrd
m2

65x5
70x6
60x6

Strerd
m2

50x6
50x10
70x8

Veidd laxaseidi 6 hverja 100 m2
1*ss

40
aaJ.J
1.7

Veidd laxaseidi { hverja 100 m2
2+ 3+

0.7

2.0
5.4

l8
1.4
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Tafla 2 Framhald.

Atr" Veidd laxaseidi r[ hverja 100 m2
stit6

A
B
1

2

J

4

Kornsf
stii6

aJ

Gili6 Sterd
Stitd mz

50x7

l+ss 2+ 2+ss 3+
Stnrd

m2

75x17
80x10
80x10
80x5
60x8
60xB

1+

0;
2.5
J.J

1.3

1.6

t.6
0.1

0.3 7.5
- 6.9
_ 4.2

Strrd
m2

50x9

Veidd laxaseidi r{ hverja 100 m2
1+ 2+ 3+

1.35.30.7

Veidd laxaseidi d hverja 100 m2
2+ 3+
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SALMON STOCKS IN RIVER VATNSDALSA 1994

lntroduction

Salmon fishing in River Vatnsdalsd was the poorest in twenty years in 1994. This
follows two years of average catches and three relatively poor years in 1 989-91 .

The angling largely reflects the size of the runs, although the weather, water levels
and of course the anglers' skill may affect the catches on each day.

The run size and composition is determined by the health of the juvenile stocks,
the management of the fishery and propagation measures and environmental
factors in the river and the sea. The relatively poor performance of the fishery in
the last few years is largely the result of unfavourable climatic conditions and the
poor catches in 1994 are in particular due to the exceptionally cold summer of
1993. The summer of 1994 on the other hand was the best one in a decade and
'the benefits of this should become evident in the grilse run in 1995.

The fishing in 1994

The fishing was off to a good start in 1994 and the 2-seawinter (2SW) salmon
which run early in the season were unusually large. Later the catches declined
substantially and by the end of the season 373 had been caught" This was a
market improvement over the catch the year before (302 2SW salmon) but
somewhat less than expected. There was some compensation in that the average
weight of 2SW salmon was the largest recorded in the last two decades, 7.1 5 kg
and was larger than in any of the neighbouring rivers as well, even if all northern
rivers enjoyed large 2SW salmon in 1994. The lowest average weight during this
period in River Vatnsdalsii was in 1983, 5.8 kg, The large 2SW salmon in 1994
indicates a good improvement in the feeding conditions for salmon in the sea and
should be reflected in better ocean survival as well.

The grilse run was much poorer than in previous years and poorer than expected
on the basis of apparent smolt production in the river and from the releases of
hatchery reared smolts in 1993. Only 1 42 were caught bringing the total catch
in River Vatnsdalsd to 51 5. Only once before has the catch been below 600 in the
last two decades, in 1976 when the total catch was 571 . The grilse in 1994 were
also among the smallest recorded in River Vatnsdalsd, the average weight only
reaching 2.5 kg. Only once before has a lower average grilse weight been
recorded, in 1983 when it was 2.3 kg. This is the effect of the cold summer in
1993 when the smolt migrated out several weeks later than in a normal year. Even
if the smolts were unusually large, this obviously did not compensate for the
shortened time in the sea. ln addition, releases of hatchery reared smolts in 1993
gave the poorest results in a decade.
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Low average weight of grilse is indicative of a relatively high proportion of the
smolt year class returning after two years. ln the past when grilse weight has
been low (2.3-2.6 kg) the ratio of 2SW salmon the following year has been 1.5-3.3
in VatnsdalsS. The expectation is therefore that the 2SW component of the run
in 1995 could be similar to what it was in 1994.

Releases of hatchery reared smolts and fingerlings

ln 1993, 1O0OO hatchery reared smolts of the River Vatnsdals6 stock were
released at three sites in the river, all in the upper reaches. These sort of releases
have given good results in the past, augmenting the natural runs and also ensuring
a better distribution of the catch along the whole length of the river. ln poor years
they commonly contribute 2O-3Oo/" of the grilse catch and less to the 2SW catch
the following year. The total returns recorded of the 1993 release was 13 grilse
(O.1%l which is less than one tenth of what one might reasonably expect. The
average weight was only 2.2 kg and this indicates that we could expect another
30-40 2SW salmon from these releases in 1995. A total of 33 2SW salmon from
the releases in 1992 were caught in 1994 which was according to expectations.

ln 1994, l OOOO hatchery reared smolts were again released in Vatnsdalsd at the
same localities as the previous year. The expectation is that these will contribute
1OO-150 grilse to the catches next year.

Most years around 20 00O fingerlings are released in areas above impassable falls
where the nursery potential is good. Such areas, especially in Alka and H6lkots-
kvisl produced a good number of smolts this year. There has long been a debate
whether the large waterfall in Alka and in Korns6 induce high mortality rate in
migrating smolts. Last summer about 9000 fingerlings were microtagged and
released in these areas to obtain conclusive evidence of the feasibility or otherwise
of stocking these nursery areas with juvenile salmon.

$molt production in areas accessible to ascending salmon in 1gg4

The smolt production in these areas was judged to have been below normal in
1993 and after the survey in 1993 the outlook for 1994 was considered to be
good. There are some areas where the oldest juveniles did not grow as much as
expected in 1993 and a lower proportion of them was thus able to migrate out as
smolts in 1994 than had been expected earlier. Also the spring in 1994 was not
particularly good even if the summer was excellent and long. ln some areas
therefore, the proportion of three year old juveniles which made it to the smolt
stage is not as high as expected, but this year class is the mainstay of the smolt
production. This is especially true of Alka and parts of the upper reaches of
VatnsdalsS. Even so, the in-river smolt production was generally quite good in
1 994 and the outlook for the smolt production in 1 995 is likewise very good. With
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the good smolt production in 1994 and evidence of improved oceanic conditions
we therefore expect good grilse runs in 1995.

Conclusion

The salmon stock in River Vatnsdalsd is in a good condition and the exceptionally
low catches in 1994 should not be regarded as a sign of deteriorating stocks.
These were primarily caused by adverse climatic conditions in the summer of 1993
with a large proportion of the year class leaving the river then opting to stay for
two years at sea. A near total failure of a release of hatchery reared smolts in
1993 did nothing to alleviate the situation.

Healthy juvenile stocks and favourable environmental conditions in 1994 should
result in a good improvement in anglers' catches in 1995.

Tumi T6masson
Fisheries biologist
December 1994
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