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DEILDARA 1993

lnngangur

Dagana 22. og24. j1l( 1993 var gerd ad beidni Vei6if6lags Deildardr athugun

a p?ttleita og drgingastyrkleika seida ( Fremri og Ytri Deildar5 5 Sl6ttu.

Stit<ar athuganir eiu gLrOar til ad komast ad hvernig 5in n'itist sem uppeldis-

svedi fyrir laxaseidi og nidurstodurnar lagdar til grundvallar rddleggingum um

laxrakt og bettri n''itingu veidinnar.

Hli6ste6 athugun var gerd sumarid 1990. Gerd var grein fyrir nidurstcidum
peirrar athugunar i sk\irslu sem kom rit p5 um haustid (Tumi T6masson

l ggo). Far var m.a. lagt til ad komid yrdi fyrir gonguhindrun fyrir lax

ofarlega i ytri Deildar6 yfir sumartfmann. Ekki hefur verid fullkomin eining

um peisa rddstcifun innan veidif6lagsins. Pvf var mannvirki0 skodad og reynt

ad gera s6r sem gleggsta grein fyrir dhrifum pess'

Abferdir

Alls var rafveitt d B stodum, fj6rum f Ytri Deildard og fj6rum i Fremri DeildarS

(Mynd 1). sjri staoirnir eru peir somu og veitt var 61990, en pessu sinni var

bett vid einum sta6 framar f dnni, um 1 km fyrir nedan ritfallid 6r Fremra

Deildarvatni. Gengid var fram ad vatninu og sd hluti Srinnar skodadur sem

ekki var litid 6 1990.

Ain fellur i lygnum stokk [r Fremra Deildarvatni, en um 300 m nedar eykst

halli drinnar og straumhradi nokkud og par er gnittur botn. Helst svo nestu
700 m. Sidan tekur vid mjcig lygn kafli par sem 5in sveigir meira til nordurs

og fellur me6fram stoduvatni sem liggur austan vid 5na. Ekki virtist falla

neinn lakur rjr vatninu, en m',i radrog tengja pad 5nni. Ad cidru leiti er 5in eins

og henni var l,ist i skli rslunni frd 1990. I neitdina er Fremri Deildar6 liklega

,i., O km long og eru upeldisskilyrOi fyrir laxaseidi g6d eda Sget 5 um 4 km

samtals.

A Mynd t hafa kjorsvedi fyrir uppvaxandi laxaseidi veriO merkt inn 5 kort af

6nni eins og h3ggi er. Fad er p6 liklegt aO landakortid af fremri Snni s6 heldur

6ndkvemt. Raiveioistadirnir voru valdir par sem skilyrdi fyrir laxaseidi af

ellum st?erdum eru Skj6sanleg. Sterd svedisins sem veitt er 6 er breytilegt,
frd. 2SO - S2S ril2, og markast af miklu leyti af pvf hve miki6 veidist og

stardardreifingu veiddra seida.



seidi sem veiddust voru greind til tegunda, pau lengdarmeld og s'ini til
aldursdkvordunar tekin af nokkrum seidum til samanburdar vid lengdar-

dreifingu Peirra.

Fessu sinni voru adstadur til rafveida almennt mjog g6dar, vedur var stillt en

pungbf id og vatnsstada f Snum ekki of h5. Mjctg kallt var dagana sem veitt
var.

Nidurstii6ur

Helstu niourstodur rafveidanna eru teknar saman f Toflu 1 og i Mynd 2.

Seidin voru almennt mjog vel ii sig komin. Seidi sem ndd hofdu 12 cm lengd

voru oll i gongubf ningi, silfrud og med dokka spordrcind.

Laxaseidi i Fremri Deildar5 vaxa hegar en seidin i Ytri DeildarS og munar

tiklega ad jafnadi um einu 5ri d ferskvatnsdvcil seida f Fremri og Ytri Deildar6,

dduien g6nguproska er ndd. Flest seidi i Ytri Deildard virdast dvelja prj( dr

f dnni, sum ivo, ddur en pau ganga til sjdvar, en midad vid sterd og aldur

seida f Fremri Deildar6 er gonguseida aldur per nf algengastur 4 6tr'

Ekki"veiddust nein vorgcimul laxaseidi pessu sinni. Hinsvegar veiddust
laiaseidi 6 odru (1 +) og pridja 12+l dri 5 ollum rafveidistodunum og 3+
seidi fengust einnig alls stadar nema 5 stad 4, skammt fyrir nedan ftfallid (r
Ytra Deildarvatni.

Urridaseidi veiddust 5 ollum rafveidistodunum (Mynd 3). Mest veiddist af

urridaseidum 5 stcidum 3 og 4, nast Ytra Deildarvatni og almennt var meiri

urridi i fremri iinni.

Umrada og 6lyktanir

Seidabtiskapur iSnna er mjog g6dur um pessar mundir og engin porf er 5 ad

sleppa seidum eda gera adrar s6rstakar rddstafanir til ad hafa Shrif 5 n'itingu
uppeldisskilyrda. Pad er athyglisvert ad pr6tt fyrir mjcig kallt sumar 1993
voru seidin almennt mjog ven og i g6dum vexti. Sumarid 1990 var veitt ii
mjcig svipudum tima og n(. Pad er lftill munur 5 sterd eins drs seida (1 +)
ni og p5, en eldri laxaseidi (2 + og 3 + ) voru yfirleitt mun sterri nf , einkum

f ytri DeildarS. Legra hlutfall 3 + seida i veidinni nf bendir fyrst og fremst
til ad gcinguseiflaaldur hafi lekkad. Slfkt er mjog jdkvatt, pvi med styttri
ferskvatnsdvcjl sei6a nritist 5in betur til gcinguseidaframleidslu. Pau sei6i sem
gefrgu til.sjdvar sumariO 1 993 eru f lest {r klaki 1 990. i rafveidunum 1 990
voru pessi seidi vorgcimul (O + ) og veiddust einungis 6 tveimur stodum i 6nni,

enda teplega briin ad dreifa s6r um dna pegar rafveitt var. Pvf er lftid hegt



a6 segja til um styrkleika pessa Srgangs. Flest bendir p6 til ad gonguseida-

tramteiOslan 1993 hafi verid 966, prdtt fyrir einstaklega kallt tidarfar. Seidi

hafa hinsvegar gengid fremur seint til sjdvar. Ekki er vitad hvada Shrif pad

geti haft 5-voxt peirra i sj6 og endurheimtur, en 69 tel liklegt ad hlutfall

iveggla dra laxa 6r pessum gcinguseidadrgangi verdi herra en venjulega.

Fad veri eskilegt ad gera athuganir 5 seidastofnum Srinnar 5 tveggja 6ra

fresti til ad geta gert s6r betri grein fyrir pr6un miila og til ad hegt s6 ad

gripa til adgerda i teka ti6 s6 peirra borf .

pessu sinni veiddust engin vorgcimul seidi og pa6 er 6lfklegt ad klak Srsins

hafi veri6 komid upp 6r molinni pegar veitt var. Vatnshiti hefur mikil Shrif 5

proska laxasei|a og pvf smarri sem seidin eru, pvi mikilvegara er pad proska

ieirra ad 6rnar hllini vel 5 sumrin. Pad er hett vid ad i pessu kalda sumri

1gg3 hafi klakid ordid mjog seint og ad seidin hafi pvi verid mjog smd og lftt
proskud pegar vetur gekk i gard. Vid slikar adstedur md reikna med miklum

affollum. Verdi sri raunin veltur mikid 5 hvernig tekst til med klakid 1994
hver 6hrifin 5 veidina getu ordid sfdar meir. Verdi sumarid 1994 edlilegt tel

69 6liklegt aO 6steda verdi til ad gripa til s6rstakra riidstafana. Verdi tidarfar
sumarsins 1994 hinsvegar svipad pvi sem var 1993 teldi 69 r6tt ad skoda

hyort ekki vari porf 5 ad taka lax i klak haustid 1994 og 6kveda sidan

seidasteppingar ad undangengum athugunum 5 0tbreidslu, b6ttleika og prifum

seida um mitt sumar 1995.

Hver svo sem afdrif klakdrgangsins 1993 kunna ad verda er ftlit fyrir
gdnguseidaframleidslu nestu 2-3 6rin gott.

Eftir athugunina 1990 var lagt til ad sett yrdi gcinguhindrun fyrir lax ofarlega
f Ytri Deildarii. Hvorki tillagan n6 adgerdin eru n,ilunda, en tilgangurinn er sii
ad auka veidiSlagid 5 laxastofninum tr6 pvi sem verid hefur, en mikid af

laxinum sem gengur i kerfid hefur stutta vidkomu f Snni og liggur sidan i Ytra
Deildarvatni6adgengitegur sportvei6imtjnnum. Samkvemt veidisk'.i rslum var
medalveidi Sranna 197 4-1992 1 64 laxar, en mest vard veidin 1 978 eda 357
laxar (Gudni Gudbergsson og Fridpj6fur Arnason 1993).

Deildard er kjorin lax6, H0n er mjcjg frj6stim og framleidin og botngerd vida

dkj6sanleg fyrir uppvaxandi laxaseidi. Pad er mat mitt ad 5in etti ad geta

staOid undir mun meiri laxveidi en aflatolur bera vitni um. Vera md ad

einhver hluti veidinnar s6 ekki skrddur sem skyldi, en pess ber einnig ad geta
ad lax sem gengur fram f vatn og jafnvel lax sem gengur fram i Fremri
DeildarS, er ad miklu leyti varinn gegn veidi. Med pvi ad setja gonguhindrun
f Ytri Deildard metti ad likindum auka veididlagid eitthvad. Reynslan annars

stadar hefur s,int ad lax sem matir gonguhindrun dreifist 6 nokkurn kafla
fyrir nedan hindrunina.



Sumarid 1gg3 voru i fyrsta skipti um nokkurt Srabil settar nidur grindur i
Deildard. Ekki er vitad hvada Shrif per hofdu 6 gongu laxa fram drkerfid og

5 veidina. Fegar per voru skodadar kom f lj6s ad lax gat vida smeygt s6r i
gegnum p3gr eda medfram peim vid bakka. F6 m5 vel vera ad per hafi tafid
gongu laxa eitthvad.

Stadsestning grindanna var g6d, 6 grunnum brotakafla par sem iiin dreifir vel

f r s6r og fellur i morgum kv(slum. Fad geti verid til b6ta ad mdla grindurnar

hvltar til ad laxinn sjdi per betur bvi b6 eru meiri likur til ad hann fordist ber.
Eg legg eindregid til ad Sfram verdi reynt ad setja gcinguhindrun ( 6na nastu
5rin.

Til ad meta 6rangur grindanna pyrfti ad gera samanburd 5 veidinni og

dreifingu hennar eftir veidistodum og veiditfma f Deildard pau sumur sem

grindui eru f dnni og pegar per hafa ekki verid nota6ar. Einnig veri gott ad

Jafna hreisturs,inum af veiddum lcixum. Vaxarhrada seida md r6da af

mynstri f hreistri fiskanna. Par sem nokkur munur er 5 vaxarhrada og

gcinguseidaaldri laxaseida i Fremri og Ytri Deildard m5 nota greiningu

hreisturs til ad adstoda vid mat d Shrifum gonguhindrunar 5 veidina.

V,atnasvedi Deildar6r er einstaklega frj5samt og pad geti ad ollum likindum
Siadid undir mun meiri veidi en n( er. Fvf er edlilegt ad veidiSlag verdi aukid

frd pvf sem verid hefur 5 undanfcirnum Srum pvi verdmeti veidinnar er ad

mikiu leyti hdd pvi hve mikid veidist. Ntiverandi leigutakar vei6a f frekar
stuttan tima ad sumrinu, i mun skemmri tfma en p6 90 daga sem heimilt er

ad stunda veidarnar skv nrigildandi logum um laxveidi. Fad parf ad taka tillit
til pessa pegar nast verdur samid um leigu veidinnar. Veidif6lagid geti
hugsanlega leigt nfverandi leigutokum 5na dfram fyrri hluta veiditfmabilsins,
enlfd"n leigt ci6rum adilum veidina idnni ium 3 vikur ad haustinu' Einnig

geti verid rSdlegt ad leigja s6rstaklega veidina i votnunum, annad hvort til
stangveidi eda netaveidi, eda jafnvel hvoru tveggja.
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Tafla 1

(Table 1

Stadur
nr

0
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

t'

Fjdldi veiddra seida d Deildar6 22.-24. j0li 1993 6 hverja

1OO m2 eftir tegundum og veidistodum

Catch per 100 m2 by age, of juvenile Atlantic salmon (lax),

juvenile brown trout (urridi) and arctic char (bleikja) during 
'an

electrofishing survey in River Deildard on22nd-24th July 1993.)

Stard
m'

50x5
40x1 0
6Ox6
35x8
40x7
20x2O
3Ox1 4
35x1 5

1+

8.4
1.8

11.1
16.7

2.9
1.3
7.6
3.8

Lax
2+

15.2
2.8
5.0

13.3
13.6
15.0
13.6

5.0

3+ 14+

1.6
6.8
4.7
3.0

2.O
1.0
1.0

4.4
6.9
2.2

23.1
7.8
0.5
1.7
o.6

0.4
o.o

Urridi Bleikia

o.4
1.3
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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

Salmon stocks in River Deildar5

At the request of the Fishery Association of River DeildarS, the lnstitute of
Freshwater Fisheries surveyed the habitat and juvenile salmon stocks of
River Deildard in late July in 1990 and again in 1 993. The results of the first
survey are available in an lnstitute report in lcelandic.

Deilda16 is a very fertile river by lcelandic standards. lt is a stable system
with little erosion. The river originates on the flat and well vegetated heath
of Melrakkasl6tta and falls through two major lakes on its course to the sea
(see Figure 1). These lakes support rich and varied biotic communities and

also have positive effects on conditions for life in the river.

The main benefits of the lakes are expressed in their effect in reducing water
level fluctuations in the river (and thus erosion) and their heating effect on
the water. Both these factors enhance primary production in the river, the
foundation of food webs which among other leads to the production of
salmon smolts which migrate to the sea. ln addition plankton and other
olganic material are exported from the lake and form the basis of much of
tlie invertebrate life found near the outlets, especially of filter feeders such
as the blackfly, which in turn is an important source of food for juvenile

salmon.

The habitat of the river varies. The calmer stretches and sheltered areas
under overhead cover are used mainly by brown trout while juvenile salmon
dominate in the faster flowing sections of the river, where the substrate is

usually also rocky. Prime nursery areas for juvenile salmon are indicated in
Figure 1.

ln both surveys, in 1990 and 1993, the juvenile salmon population was
found to be in a healthy state. ln 1993, eight sites were chosen for
electrofishing. These sites are marked on Figure 1. The catch was identified
and measured and samples for ageing taken from a subsample. The results
are summarized in Figures 2 and 3 and in Table 1. All sites were chosen
where habitat for juvenile salmon is good. Juvenile salmon dominated all

catches, but juvenile brown trout were also important in the catches,
especially in the upper river and in the uppermost stretches of the lower
river. These are the offspring of adult brown trout residing in the lakes,
which have to spawn in running waters.

i ..

Most of the juvenile salmon in the lower river stay in the river for 3 years
before migrating to the sea. Growth rate is slower in the upper river where



a large portion of the juveniles take four years to reach the size and maturity
required for smolting and life in the sea.

At present the juvenile stocks are in a healthy state and smolt production
should remain good for at least the next couple of years. The exceptionally
cold summer of 1993 does not appear to have dealt a major blow to the
smolt production in the sYstem.

ln 1974-1992 the average salmon catch in Deildard has been 164 annually.
The catch has remained remarkably stable for most of this period. The

highest catch of 357 was recorded in 1978 and the second highest in 1992
when a catch of 281 salmon was registered. On five occasions the catch
has dropped below 1 00, in 1 981-84 and in 1 991 .

ln view of the productivity of the system and the distribution, abundance and
size composition of juvenile salmon within it, the salmon catch in river
Deildard is considered to be low and well below what could be expected.
Part of the reason for this is undoubtedly the inaccessibility of the salmon to
the fishery as returning adults enter the lake or even the upper river. For this
reason grids were installed in the lower river in 1993 in an attempt to make
tl,re salmon vulnerable to the fishery for a longer period. These efforts should
be continued and improved.

A second reason for low catches is the low fishing effort. The angling
season in Deildard is much shorter than the permitted 3 months and a large
proportion of the anglers may be relatively inexperienced at salmon fishing.
The salmon stock in River Deildara should be able to sustain a much more
intensive fishery, and its value could thus be increased.

It is recommended that the fishery be expanded, both by extending the
fishing season, and by developing fisheries in the lakes.
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