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lnngangur

Dagana 5-1O17 1994 var gerd athugun 5 dtbreidslu, vexti og brifum seidastofna f
Vididalsd og Fitj6. Athuganirnar beinast einkum ad laxaseidum. jafnt beim sem eru
Ir ndttfruklaki f laxgengum hlutum 6rinnar sem og afkomu seida sem sleppt hefur
verid d 6laxgeng svadi.

Rafveitt var 5 stcioum par sem botngerd og straumlag bj6da upp d 6kj6sanleg
bUsvadi fyrir laxaseidi. Alls var rafveitt 5 12 stddum i Vididalsd, par af voru 7 6

6laxgengum svedum, og 14 i Fi46, bil af 5 d 6laxgengum svedum. I flestum
tilfellum var um a0 raeoa veidar d stddum sem veitt er 6 6rlega, pannig ad
nidursttidurnar aettu ad vera nokkud samanburdarhafar vid fyrri 6r.

Vedur var gott bann tlma sem rafveioarnar stddu yfir og aostedur til veidanna
g66ar.

Smdseidum var
seidum, en f leiri

Samantekt um
skf rslunni.

Veidin 1994

sleppt 5 6laxgeng svadi f Fitj5, Kambs6 og Vfdidals6, alls 24500
seidi fengust ekki af heimastofnum.

Sstand seidastofna, veidina 1994 og horfur fyrir 1995 fylgir

Veidin 1 994 var mjtig sltik og mun lakari en gert hafdi verid 166 fyrir. Alls voru
skrSdir veiddir laxar 595 sem er minnsta veidi I Vididalsd i meira en tuttugu dr.
Veidin skiptist pannig ad 190 voru smdlaxar og 405 st6rlaxar.

Veidin byrjadi vel og st6rlaxinn var dvenju vann. Medalpyngd veiddra st6rlaxa var
6.7 kg og hefur ekki ordid meiri sidustu tuttugu 5rin. Til samanburdar m6 geta bess
ad minnst vard medalpyngd st6rlaxa 5 pessu timabili tep 5.8 kg 6rid 1983.

Smdlaxaveidin var i mikilli m6tsogn vid st6 rlaxaveidina, pvi smdlaxinn var mjcig
smdr. Medalpyngd veiddra smdlaxa var einungis 2.3 kg og hefur einungis einu
sinni veri6 lagri sidustu tvo Sratugina, en pad var 5ri0 1984 (2.2kg|. Arid 1980
vard medalpyngd sm6laxa einnig mjtig ldg, eda 2.4 kg. Hest vard medalpyngd
smdlaxa 6 pessu timabili 6rin 1977 og 1986, 3.3 kg.

[6rum pegar smdlaxinn er mj<ig smdr bendir bad yfirleitt til ad tiltdlulega hdtt
hlutfall 619angsins muni skila s6r sem st6rlax 6ri sfdar. Gringuseida6rgangarnir sem



gengu 0t k<ildu sumurin 1979 og 1983 skiludu mj<ig sm6um smdlaxi dri sidar. en
skiludu hinsvegar 4-5 sinnum fleiri stdrltixum 5 nasta 5ri Dar 6 eftir. Samkvaemt
pvi md gera 166 fyrir ad um 7OO-900 st6rlaxar geti veidst i Vididalsd sumarid 1995,
verdi vei6i6lag og adstedur til veida e6lilegar. St6rlaxinn yrdi p6 eitthvad smarri
en hann var sumarid 1994, liklega um eda innan vid 6.0 kg, sem er samt ekki
slamt. H6r er einungis veri6 ad tala um medalpyngdir og vantanlega verda margir
laxar mun starri, en 9-10 punda hrygnur getu ordid nokkud algeng sj6n lika.

Fad sem styrkir mjdg likur d g6dum heimtum st6rlaxa sumarid 1995 er hve vann
st6rlaxinn var 1994, ekki einungis i VididalsS heldur einnig i odrum 6m 5
nordurlandi. Fetta bendir6tv[retttil ad vaxtarskilyrdi isj6 hafi batnad verulega milli
6ra og smad sm6laxa hafi fyrst og fremst verid vegna pess hve seint gdnguseidi
f6ru til sjSvar i kalda sumrinu 1993.

Sumari6 1993 var sleppt 2-30OO gringuseidum i VididalsS. Seidi Ir pessari
sleppingu veiddust f rafveidum seinna um sumarid og voru ekki f gdngubriningi og
illa 5 sig komin. Engin merktur lax skiladi s6r rir sleppingunni. Eg tel ad 5rangur
sleppingarinnar hafi ordid 6verulegur, bedi vegna pess hvernig a0 henni var stadid,
sem og vegna l6legra geda seidanna.

Astand seidastofna 6 laxgengum svadum

Nidurstri6ur rafveidanna eru teknar saman I Tdflu 1 og f Myndum 2 og 3. Fegar
gerdur er samanburdur vid nidurstridur lyrri 6ra ber ad hafa i huga ad pessu sinni
var rafveitt heldur fyrr en oftast 5dur. Vordid f Snum var liklega heldur seinna 5
ferdinni en i medal6ri, en sumari0 var hinsvegar 6veniu gott og langt, s6lfar mikid
og hlftt. Haustid var scimuleidis gott. pvi hefur vaxtartimabil seidanna i Snum
badi verid 6venju langt og gott sumari6 1994, en tiltcilulega litill hluti sumarsins var
lidinn pega r rafveitt var.

Vfdidalsd

I Viddals6 var rafveitt 5 fimm stcidum 6 laxgenga svadinu (stadir 5-'l O, Myndir 1

og 2). Vorgcimul sei6i f undust d premur stddum, en pau hafa ekki veri6 brjin ad
dreifa s6r um dna pegar rafveitt var.

p6ttleiki seida virdist heldur hafa farid vaxandi, en er p6 enn tiltolulega 16gur. Seidi
voru 5ll 6venju sm6 midad vid aldur sem er afleiding undanfarandi kaldra sumra.
Gera md rdd fyrir ad sei6i hafi dafnad vel i irjli og 6grjst og ekki er 6steda til ad
aetla annad en ad pau seidi sem voru 2 + sumarid 1994 ndi grlngusproska sumarid
1995.

Meira bar n0 5 3 + seidum en 5 undanfcirnum 5rum. F6 hefur st6r hluti bessa
drgangs vantanlega gengid til sjdvar 1994, ef undan eru skilin seidin d fremsta
kaflanum (stadur 5) bar sem laxaseidi eru yfirleitt lengur ad nd gdnguproska en
nedar f 6nni.
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I heildina m5 gera r5d fyrir ad grin guseidafra mleidsla 5 laxgengum svadum
Vididals6r hafi ordid nokkud 966 sumarid 1994. G6d vaxtarskilyrOi sumarid og
haustid 1994 hafa forsendurfyrir 6f ramhaldandi gddri gd n g useidafra mle idslu 1995.

Fiti6

Alls var rafveitt 5 nfu st<idum 5 laxgenga hluta Fitjdr (st 1 -9, Mynd 1 ). I gilinu fyrir
nedan Bjarnarfoss og allt nidur undir Fremri Fitja eru up peld iss kilyrd i mjdg g6d, en
nli lidun 6 pessu svedi hefur brugdist nar algjcirlega d undanfcirnum Srum og
sumarid 1993 var sleppt par 5500 sei6um. i rafveidunum voru pessi seidi
uppistadan I veidinni 6 stddum 1-3, p6tt e.t.v. hafi einhver ndtt6ruleg 2 + seidi
verid par innanum. Eldri seidi hafa cill gengid til sjdvar 1994, en gcinguseida-
framleidsla pessa svedis hefur ordid frekar rr/r vegna seidaskorts og verid langt
undir edlilegri framlei6slugetu svedisins. Fau seidi sem veiddust par nrj munu ad
likindum dll ganga til sj6var 1995 og p6 verdur svedid aftur ad mestu seidat6mt
nema klak hafi komist upp sumarid 1994. sei6askortur Ir eldisstcid olli pvf ad ekki
var sleppt seidum sumarid 1994. Farna er Ssteda til ad sleppa aftur vanum
sumarrildum seidum 1 995. Med pvi metti tryggja einhverja og laf nvel g6da
gci n g useidaf ra mleids lu 5 svedinu pegar 5 6rinu 1996, en pad veltur p6 mikid d
tidarfari og gadum seida hvernig til tekst. Seidaslepping 1995 atti a.m.k. ad geta
tryggt gdnguseidaframleidslu 6 pessu svadi 6 6rinu 1g97.

Frd Fremri Fitjum og nidur ad 6rm6tum bendir allt til ad gdnguseidaf ramleidsla 3 +
og 4+ seida hafi ordid 966 sumarid 1994 og likur eru til ad hf n geti haldist
saemilega g66a sumarid 1995. Mikid bar 5 1 + seidum 6 pessu svedi i veidunum
1994, en titbreidsla 2 + seida er kcifl6tt og pdttleiki ldgur. Fad er pvi meiri 6vissa
um pr6un gringuseidaframleidslunnar eftir 199b, en mikid veltur 6 hvernig klak-
Srgangurinn frd 1993 dafnar (r nestu drum.

Astand seidastofna d 6laxgengum svaedum

Vatnakerfi Vididalsdr og Fitjdr bydur upp d sr6r og mjrig g6d uppeldissvedi ofan
6laxgengra fossa. skortur 5 seidum og oft frekar slem gadi til sleppinga hefur
valdid pvi'ad nVting bessara sveda hefur ekki alltaf verid eins g6d og aeskilJgt hefdiverid. F6 er lj6st ad pessi svedi dttu verulega st6ran bdtt i gdnguseida-
framleidslunni I kalda sumrinu 1gg3 sem skiladi mun betri smdlaxaveidi en krildu
sumurin 1 979 og I 983 og sem €tla megi ad skili g6dri st6rlaxaveidi sumarid 1 995.
Olaxgengu svedin eru pvi mjdg mikilveg til ad jafna og tryggja g6da laxveidi i
VididalsS.

Vididals6

sumarid 1992 var sleppt i lok dgrist 1 b000 seidum mjcig f ramarlega i Vididalsd, f rd
Hesteyrum og fram ad sandfellskvisl. seidin voru fremur smd pegar peim var
sleppt og I rafveidunum 1 993 kom i lj6s ad tiltdlulega litil affcill virtust hafa ordi, en
ad pau naedu vart gdngubroska fyrr en 1995.
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I rafveidunum 1994 var veitt 6 tveimur st66um 5 pessu svaedi (B og C, Mynd 2]'
Svo virdist sem hluti sleppingarinnar hafi farid rit fyrr um sumarid. A nedri stadnum
fannst eitt seidi f gringubtining og tvci cinnur voru b.i6rt d ad lfta. Seidin voru mun
lirari 5 efri stadnum, en 5in virdist almennt verda hrj6strugri pegar kemur fram fyrir
gangnamannakofann. eg legg til ad aftur veroi steppt seidum fr6 Hesteyrum og
fram ad gangnamannakofanum sumarid 1 995. Mikilvaegt er a0 seidin seu sem
vanst til ad tryggja sem best g6dan drangur.

A kaflann fr5 Oxnd og fram {yrir Kjdlkafoss var einnig sleppt 15OOO seidum 1992,
en pessum seidum var sleppt mlnudi fyrr en seidunum ofar og pau voru betur 5 sig
komin. Fau seidi ddfnudu vel og hafa flest gengi6 til slSvar sumarid 1994.

irafveidunum 1993 fannst reitingur af 2 + seidum rir sleppingu frd 1991 5 svadinu
fr6 Hrappstddum fram ad 6xn5. Pessi seidi hafa 6ll gengid rlt sumarid 1994.
Sumarid 1993 var aftur sleppt 5 betta svedi 5700 mjrig vaenum sumarcildum
seidum. Litid fannst af pessum seidum i rafveidunum 1994. Einungis tvti seidi
veiddust d stad 2 og ekkert 5 veidistodum 1 ,3 og 4, en par var veitt 6 500-600 m'?

svedi 6 hverjum sta6. Liklegast hafa bessi sei6i flest gengid rit sumarid 1994.
St6r hluti svipadrar sleppingar i Nf psd 1993 gekk til sjdvar sem 1 + sei6i sumarid
1994.

Svo virdist pvi sem go n g use idaf ra mleidsla af 6laxgengum svaedum Vi6idalsdr hafi
ordid g6d 1994 og mun betri en gert hafdi verid ritd tyri eftir athuganirnar 1993.

Sumarid 1994 var sleppt 20500 sumardldum seidum B. .irjli 5 um Stta km langan
kafla i Vididalsd, fr5 Bakka og sem nest fram ad Oxn5. Seidin voru frekar smd
midad vid 6rstima, taplega 1.8 g ad medaltali og flest 5 bilinu 4.5-6 cm lcing. Fau
voru hinsvegar mjog sprak og sleppingin gekk vel og hratt fyrir sig.

Fr6tt fyrir mjdg gott sumar og haust 1994 er liklegt ad einungis litill hluti pessarar
sleppingar ndi gcinguproska sumari6 1995 og pvi mun draga verulega rjr gtingu-
seidaf ramleidslu 6laxgenga svadisins pad 6r. Fetta er afleiding litillar sleppingar
1993 sem og tiltolulega smdrra sleppiseida 1994.

Fiti6

Af peim 750O seidum sem sleppt var i Fitjd fr6 Gilsbakka og fram eftir ;inni Srid
1992 virdast flest hafa gengid til sjdvar 1994, Mest fannst af seidum [r pessari
sleppingu vid Gilsbakka (stadur -1) en bar hdfdu seidin verid f samkeppni vid seidi
0r sleppingu 1991 og pvi vaxid heldur ver en seidin ofar i Snni par sem flest seidi
sem fundust 6r sleppingunni tr| 1992 voru kynproska hangseidi.

Sumarid 1 993 var sleppt 3600 seidum 6 um 2.5 km kafla fyrir framan Bjarnarfoss.
Fessi seidi hcifdu dafnad vel {stadir -1 og 0, Mynd 3) og n5d heldur meiri star6 en
seidin sem sleppt var i gilid fyrir nedan Bjarnarfoss 6 sama tima. Fd ber ad hafa i
huga ad seidi par eru eitthvad blcindud ndttUrulegum 2 + seidum (stadir 1-3, Mynd
3). Gera m6 r6d fyrir ad pessi sei6i gangi flest rit sumari6 1995.
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Fr6tt fyrir hve litlu hefur verid sleppt i Fitj6 hefur gdnguseidaframleidsla svedisins
ad likindum ordid samileg 1994, en b6 tdluvert minni en svedid b\idur upp 6.
Lfkur eru d ad h6n muni minnka enn sumarid 1995.

Seidi sem sleppt var i Kambsd 1991 munu hafa gengid tit sumarid 1993 fyrir utan
drfd hangseidi sem urdu kynproska pd um haustid og gengu rit sumarid 1994.

Sumarid 1994 var sleppt 6. jfli 1O5OO seidum i Fitjd 6 um 5.5 km kafta, fr|
Gilsbakka og um 1 km fram fyrir skdla. Seidin voru frekar sm6, 1 .O-l .1 g ad
medaltali og flest 4.O-5.5 cm king.

Fd var einnig sleppt um 4O0O seidum f Kambsd d sama tima d um 4 km kafla frd
tfngirdingunni 5 Kambsh6li og fram eftir 6nni. Seidin voru ordin mjrig slcipp pegar
sleppt var, einkum pau sem sldast f6ru {nest Kambsh6li).

Alyktanir

Athuganir benda til ad gci n g useidafra mleidsla i vididals6 hafi ordid g6d sumarid
1994, iafnt 6 laxgengum sem 6laxgengum sve6um. Gringuseidaf ramleidsla i Fitjd
vard hinsvegar fremur litil 5 6laxgengum svedum og m.iog 6veruleg i Kambsd. Eins
vard gcinguseidaf ramleidsla i gilinu d laxgenga svadinu i Fitj6, allt nidur ad Fremri
Fit.ium, rrlr. bar tyrir nedan virdist gcin g useidafra m le idsla hinsvegar hafa ordid g6d.

i heildina m6 gera r€td tyrir ad gringuseidaf ramleidsla hafi ordid nokkud g6d p6 hLin
haf i verid misjcif n milli sveda. Mikilvaegt er ad framboO af venum smiseidum til
sleppinga 5 6laxgeng svaedi verdi tryggt sem kostur er. Verdi dframhaldandi
misbrestur par 5 parf ad endurskoda pd stefnu sem rikt hefur r rektunarmdlum
s[dasta dratuginn og e.t.v. taka upp hrognagrdft og/eda flutning lifandi klakfisks d
6laxgeng svadi.

Gott tidarfar 1994 og vfsbendingar um g6d faduskilyrdi d uppeldissl6dum laxins
i sj6 gefa vonir um ad smdlaxagtingur verdi aftur g6dar sumarid 1gg5. Fr6tt fyrir
litla smdlaxaveidi sumarid 1994 eru miklar likur 6 ad st6rlaxaveidi sumarid 1 995
verdi gdd. Laxveidi i Vididatsd og Fitid 1995 etti pvi ekki ad verda sfdri en i
medaldri og liklega verdur hlutfall smjlaxa og st6rlaxa nokkud jafnt.



Tafla 1. Fjoldi veiddra laxasei6a eftir aldri 6 mismunandi stodum i Vi6idals6 og
Fitje i rafveidum 5.-9. jfli 1994. Stadimir eru merklir inn 6 kort (Mynd l).

Stii6 nr. Ster6
Vididals:i m2

Fjiildi veiddra laxasei6a i hverja 100 m2
0+ 1+ 2+ 3+ 4+

B
C
0
I
2
3

4
5

6
8

9
10

50x20
80x6
60x12
60x8
50x10
60x10
65x8
40x l0
40x l0
30x15
30x12
50x7

50x12
40x12
25x2O
70x l5
30x15
30x18
7Ox1

50x25
35x12
40x12
50xl l
30x 10

35x10
40x8

: 
t--

- 1.3

0.3 7.3

2.0 7.8
0.6 11.9
- 10.0

1.5

1.0

':':

7.0 5.3

3.8 1.8

6.7 2.0
1.9 0.3
6.0 2.9

l.l

Stti6 nr. Stzer6
Fitid m2

Fjiildi veiddra laxaseida r{ hverja 100 m2
0+ l+ 2+ 3+ 4+

-4
-3
a

-1

0
I
2
3

4
5

6
7

8

9

i,
0.3
4.1

- 0.2
- 0.8

al

1.2

0.9
1.9

4.3

l.l
3.8
9.8 t.'7
'7.1 0.7

t5.7 2.0
)1 A

13.8 8.4

4.8

1.3

3.6 0.4
)1
7.7
3.4
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Mynd 1. Rafveidistadir f V{0idals6 og Fitjd.



Mvnd 2. Lengdar- og aldursdreihng veiddra laxaseiOa i vididalsd ( rafveidum 5.-9.
jt1fi t994.
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SALMON STOCKS IN RIVER VfDIDALSA 1994

lntroduction

The summer of 1994 in northern lceland was exceptionally warm and sunny,
following a succession of cold and miserable summers. The spring was possibly
somewhat colder than normal, but the autumn was also very good. The climatic
conditions in 1994 favoured all life in the rivers, not least the juvenile salmon
which are near the top of the food pyramid in the northern salmon rivers.
Unfortunately the dividends of this will only start becoming apparent in 1995 as
far as the anglers are concerned.

The summer of 1993 on the other hand was exceptionally cold and one needs to
go back as far as 1979 and 1983, the two coldest summers in northern lceland
this century, to find a comparable summer. The prevailing conditions in 1993
made their mark on the adult runs in 1994, especially the grilse run. Generally
though, the salmon stocks in Rivers Vididalsd and Fitjd are very healthy and the
poor catches in 1994 are likely to stand out as a.n isolated event rather than the
beginning of a new downward trend.

The fishery in 1994

A total of 595 salmon were caught by anglers in 1994. Of these 190 were grilse,
that is adults returning to spawn after one year in the sea, and 4O5 were mainly
2 sea-winter (2SW) salmon. The total catch was the lowest on record in the last
two decades and probably even much longer than that. The average catch in
Vididals6 during the 20 year period 1974-1993 is 1276.

During this period the grilse catch has twice been lower than in 1994 though, in
1980 and 1984 when it was 103 and 76 respectively. ln this context the 19O
grilse caught in 1994 does not look quite so bad and it does reflect the generally
healthy state of the salmon stocks in the rivers and the progress that has been
made in salmon propagation during this time.

The average weight of the grilse was very low, only 2.3 kg and has only once been
recorded lower. That was in 1 984 when it was 2.2 kg. The average grilse weight
in 1980 was similarly also very low at 2.4 kg. Vi6idalsd is renowned for its large
grilse and the largest recorded average weight was 3.3 kg in 197-l and 1986 (43o/o
g reate r than in 1994).

The average weight of 2SW salmon in 1994 on the other hand was the largest on
record in the last two decades at 6.7 kg. lt was lowest during this period in 1983
at 5.8 kg. The fluctuation in the average weight of the 2SW salmon is much less
than for the grilse, both in absolute terms and especially in relative terms. The
large 2SW salmon now reflects improved conditions on the feeding grounds for the
salmon, while the small size of the grilse was brought about by a very late out
migration of smolts in 1993 due to the cold summer.
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Small grilse size is generally associated with a high proportion of the smolt year
class staying one more year in the sea before returning to its native river to spawn.
This tendency would be reinforced by good feeding conditions for the salmon in
the sea. We can therefore expect the number of 2SW salmon which will be caught
in 1995 to be 3-5 times that of the grilse caught in 1994.

Status of juvenile stocks

A survey of the distribution, density and growth of juvenile salmon indicates that
the smolt production in Vididalsd in areas where salmon reproduce naturally was
much higher in 1994 than in I993. This is mostly due to the year class which
hatched in 1991 . This year class should also contribute substantially to the smolt
production in 1995.

The smolt production in areas stocked by hatchery reared.iuveniles made a major
contribution to the smolt production in 1993 and appears to have been quite good
again in 1994 due to shorter than expected residence time of the juvenile stocked
high up in the catchment in 1992 and in a b km stretch above Kolufoss in 1993.

The situation in Fitj6 is more variable. There the nursery areas above impassable
falls have not received adequate stockings to produce smolts optimally in 1g94,
although the area probably made a significant contribution to the overall smolt
production this year. very few smolts left Kambs6 in 1gg4, but this small tributary
offers good nursery areas which were not utilized fully after the out migration of
smolts from there in 1993. part of the river was restocked in i gg4.

Natural recruitment has been very poor in the top 4 km stretch accessible to
ascending salmon and the smolt production there was poor in 1gg4, but is
expected to pick up again in 199s due to stocking of this stretch in 1g93. The
lower two-thirds of the river though, from Fremrl Fitjar to the confluence with
VididalsS, appear to have had a very good smolt production in 1994 and the
outlook remains good for 1 995.

Conclusion

The salmon stocks in Rivers Vididalsd and Fitjd remain strong in spite of the poor
catches in 1994, which can be largely attributed to climatic factors. on the basis
of the small grilse size in 19g4 and indications of improved oceanic conditions, as
manifested by the largest average 2sw salmon on record in the last two decades,
good salmon catches are predicted for next year. A favourable summer in 1g94
together with generally healthy juvenile stocks produced a good smolt out
migration in i 994 which is indicative of a good grilse run 19g5.

I therefore firmly expect the catch to be above average in 199b, with a fairry even
proportion of 2SW salmon and grilse.

Tumi T6masson
Fisheries biologist,
December 1 994
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