
The MFRI (Marine and Freshwater Research Institute) has released advice on fishing opportunities 

for over twenty fish and invertebrate stocks in Icelandic waters in the 2023/2024 quota year. The 

advice is available from the MFRI website under Advice.  

MFRI advises a TAC of 211 309 t of cod for the 2023/2024 fishing year according to the management 

plan adopted by Icelandic authorities. The advised TAC is a 1% increase from the current fishing 

year's TAC of 208 846 t. The reason for this increase is  a higher estimate of the reference biomass 

compared to the previous year. The reference biomass of cod is expected to increase slightly in the 

next two to three years when the 2019 and 2020 cohorts enter fully into the reference biomass as 

they are estimated to be above average in terms of size. 

According to the Icelandic management plan, MFRI advises that the TAC for haddock in 2023/2024 

will be 76 415 tonnes which is a 23% increase from the current fishing year's TAC. The reference 

biomass is expected to increase in the next two years as the 2019 to 2021 cohorts are above 

average. 

The advice for saithe, when the Icelandic management plan is applied, is 66 533 tonnes for the 

2023/2024 fishing year, a 7% decrease from current fishing year’s TAC. 

Based on the MSY (Maximum Sustainable Yield) approach the advised TAC for golden redfish in the 

East Greenland / Iceland / Faroe Islands area in the 2023/2024 fishing year is 41 286 tonnes, 62% 

increase from the current fishing year's TAC. The reason for this increase is a revised basis of 

assessment following an ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea) benchmark 

earlier this year. Nevertheless, recruitment has been very low since 2009, and the spawning stock 

biomass has decreased in recent years. Therefore, the spawning stock biomass is projected to 

decline and hence, the advice is likely to decrease sharply in the next years. 

For demersal beaked redfish MFRI advises that no catch should be taken in the fishing year 

2023/2024 as the stock is now estimated below limit reference point for spawning stock biomass 

(Blim). The stock is not expected to recover above Blim in the near future.  

Advice for Greenland halibut is decreased compared to the previous year, and is now 21 541 tonnes. 

The change in advice is due to a revision in the assessment methodology following an ICES 

benchmark earlier this year. 

The stock size of the Icelandic summer spawning herring has increased following a period of 

constant decline in the years 2008–2019. The decline was related to poor recruitment and the 

persistent infection by a protozoan parasite. The 2017 and 2018 cohorts are estimated to be large 

and are now the main cohorts of the reference biomass. The advice for the 2023/2024 fishing year, 

when the Icelandic management plan is applied, is 92 634 tonnes or 40% increase from the previous 

fishing year's TAC. 

The following table shows the MFRI advice for the 2023/2024 fishing year. 

 

  

https://www.hafogvatn.is/en/harvesting-advice


TAC recommended by the Marine and Freshwater Research Institute for the fishing year 2023/2024, 

along with recommended and national TAC for the fishing year 2022/2023 (in tonnes). Also shown is 

the % change in advice between fishing years. 

Stofn 

Stock 

Ráðgjöf 2023/2024 

Recommended TAC 

2023/2024 

Ráðgjöf 2022/2023 

Recommended TAC 

2022/2023 

% Breyting 

% Change 

Aflamark 2022/2023 

National TAC 

2022/2023 

Þorskur (Cod)1,2, 211 309 208 846 1 208 846 

Ýsa (Haddock)1,2 76 415 62 219 23 62 219 

Ufsi (Saithe)1,2 66 533 71 300 -7 71 300 

Gullkarfi (Golden redfish)3,4 41 286 25 545 62 25 545 (22 615) 

Djúpkarfi (Dem. beaked redfish) 0 6 336 -100 6 336 

Litli karfi (Norway redfish)5 569 585 -3 585 

Grálúða (Greenland halibut)3,4 21 541 26 710 -19 26 710 (15 064) 

Skarkoli (Plaice) 1,2  7 830  7 663 2  7 663 

Þykkvalúra (Lemon sole)5 971 1 137 -15 1 137 

Langlúra (Witch)5 1 476 1 230 20 1 230 

Sandkoli (Dab)5 361 301 20 301 

Stórkjafta (Megrim)5 92 132 -30 - 

Steinbítur (Atlantic wolffish) 1,2 8 344 8 107 3 8 107 

Hlýri (Spotted wolffish)5 296 334 -11 334 

Langa (Ling)1,2 6 566 6 098 8 6 098 

Blálanga (Blue ling) 259 259  259 

Keila (Tusk)1,2 5 139 4 464 15 4 464 

Lýsa (Whiting) 1 309 1 091 20 - 

Skötuselur (Anglerfish)5 188 258 -27 258 

Tindaskata (Starry ray) 822 1 105 -25 - 

Sumargotssíld (Herring)1,2 92 634 66 195 40 66 195 

Gulllax (Greater silver smelt) 12 080 11 520 5 11 520 

Beitukóngur (Common whelk) 196 254 -23 254 

Sæbjúga (Sea cucumber) 2 546 2 617 -3 2 617 

Ígulker (Sea urchin)5 194 188 3 188 

Hörpudiskur (Iceland scallop) 75 93 -19 93 

1 Ráðgjöf samkvæmt aflareglu. – Advice according to harvest control rule. 
2 Ráðgjöf og aflamark samkvæmt samþykktum stjórnunarmarkmiðum. – Advice and national TAC according to agreed management plan. 
3 Aflamark á öllu útbreiðslusvæði stofns fyrir almanaksár. – TAC for the total area of distribution for the calendar year. 
4 Samanlagt heildaraflamark allra veiðiþjóða og aflamark fyrir Ísland í sviga. – Total TAC and TAC for Iceland within parentheses. 
5 Ráðgjöf gildir einnig fyrir fiskveiðiárið 2024/2025 - Advice applies also for the 2024/2025 fishing year. 

 

 

 


