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FISKVEIDAR A ISLANDSMIDUM
FISHERIES OVERVIEW

FISKISKIPAFLOTINN OG AFLI — FISHING FLEET AND CATCHES

islenski fiskveidiflotinn er fidlbreyttur, allt fra litlum eins manns trillum i fullvinnsluskip med tugi manna i ahsfn.
Rumlega 1.600 islensk skip og batar stundudu veidar arid 2019 og I6ndudu samtals rimlega 1.05 milljéon tonnum
af fiski, sem er um 211 pus. tonnum minni heildarafli en arid 2018. Af pessum afla voru 534 pus. tonn
uppsjavarfiskur (sild, kolmunni og makrill) sem er 205 pus. tonnum minna en arid 2018. Minni afli arid 2019
skyrist af pvi ad engar lodnuveidar voru stundadar vid islandsmid. Botnfiskafli 2019 var 7 pus. tonnum minni en
arié 2018.

The Icelandic fishing fleet is diverse, ranging from small boats with a crew of one person to factory trawlers with a crew of 20
or more. Around 1600 Icelandic boats and ships participated in the fishery in 2019, and total catches amounted more than
1.05 million tonnes. Total catches were about 211 thous. tonnes less than in 2018. Pelagic catches amounted to 534 thous.
tonnes, or around 51% of the total catch. This is a decrease of 211 thous. tonnes of pelagic catches compared to 2018. The
decrease in total catches in 2019 compared to 2018 is because capelin was not fished in Icelandic waters in 2019. Total
demersal fish catch was 7 thous. tonnes less in 2019 compared to 2018.
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Heildarafli botnfiska og hryggleysingja. Afli islenska fiskveidiflotans, skipt eftir helstu tegundum og tegundahépum.

Total catches of demersal fish and invertebrates. Catches of the Icelandic fisheries divided by main groups.
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Heildarafli uppsjavarfiska. Afli islenska fiskveidiflotans & islandsmidum, skipt eftir helstu tegundum.

Total catches of pelagic fish. Catches of the Icelandic fisheries divided by main species.

SOKN EFTIR VEIDARFARUM — EFFORT BY GEAR TYPE

Botnfiskar (bol- og flatfiskar) eru mest veiddir med botnvorpu, linu, handfaerum, netum og dragnét. Vid veidar a
uppsjavarfiskum (lodna, sild, makrill og kolmunni) er notud nét og flotvarpa og Uthafskarfi er veiddur i flotvorpu.
Myndin ad nedan synir dreifingu veida eftir gerd veidarfaera arid 2019.

Fiskiskipaflotinn hefur breyst mikid 4 undanféornum aratugum vegna taeknipréunar og endurnyjunar pannig ad
erfitt er ad tulka préun i aflabrogdum yfir 16ng timabil. bpvi hefur mikilvaegi aflaskyrsina vid mat a astandi
fiskistofna minnkad hin sidari ar og hlutur stofnmaelinga aukist. b6 eru aflaskyrslur avallt hafdar til hlidsjéonar og
ef misraemi er milli stofnmaelinga og aflagagna er reynt ad skyra i hverju sa munur er félginn.

In the groundfish fishery (roundfish and flatfish) the main gear types are bottom trawl, longline, jiggers, gillnets, and demersal
seine. The pelagic fishery (capelin, herring, mackerel, and blue whiting) uses mainly pelagic trawl and purse seine, and pelagic
redfish is caught in pelagic trawl. The figure below shows the spatial distribution of catches by gear type in 2019.

The fishing fleet has changed in recent decades because of technological advances and vessel renewal, making it difficult to
interpret changes in catch rates over long periods. For this reason, survey data has become more important for stock
assessment than logbook data. Nevertheless, logbook data are analysed to see if there are large differences between
commercial catch rates and survey indices, and every effort made to explain such discrepancies.
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Sékn islenskra fiskiskipa a islandsmidum &rid 2019. (a) botnvarpa, (b) lina, (c) handfzeri, (d) net (grasleppunet medtalin), (e)

dragnét, (f) reekju- og humarvérpur, (g) flotvarpa og (h) not.

Effort of the Icelandic fishing fleet in Icelandic waters in 2019. (a) bottom trawl, (b) longline, (c) jiggers, (d) gillnets (including
lumpfish nets), (e) demersal seine, (f) shrimp and Nephrops trawls, (g) pelagic trawl, and (h) purse seine.
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PORSKVEIDAR — THE COD FISHERY
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Veidisvaedi porsks eru mismunandi eftir pvi hvada veidarfaeri eru notud. Linu- og handfeeraveidar eru mest
stundadar a grunnsléd en botnvorpuveidar dypra. Jafnframt er lengdardreifing porsks mismunandi eftir pvi hvada
veidarfaeri eru notud. bPannig veidist ad jafnadi staersti porskurinn i net en smaesti fiskurinn a linu og handfeeri.

The fishing grounds for cod vary, depending on the gear type used. Longline and jiggers are most common in coastal areas,
but bottom trawls are used offshore. Furthermore, the length distribution of cod varies by gear type. The largest cod are
caught in gillnets, but the smallest cod by longline and jiggers.
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Veidisvaedi porsks arid 2019 samkvaemt upplysingum ur aflaskyrslum. Veidar med (a) botnvérpu, (b) linu og handfarum, (c)
netum og (d) dragnét eru syndar, dsamt (e) lengdardreifingu og (f) hlutfallslegum afla mismunandi veidarfzera.

Location of cod catches in 2019 according to fishing logbooks. Fishing using (a) bottom trawl, (b) longline and jiggers, (c) gillnet
and (d) demersal seine, along with (e) length distribution and (f) proportion of catches by fishing gear.
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STJORNUN VEIDANNA — MANAGEMENT OF THE FISHERY

Markmid islenska fiskveidistjornunarkerfisins eru ad tryggja dbyrgar og sjalfbaerar fiskveidar og studla ad godri
umgengni um vistkerfi hafsins. Stjérnun fiskveida & islandi byggist 4 rannséknum og véktun & fiskistofnum og
vistkerfi hafsins, akvordunum um veidar og afla a grundvelli visindalegrar radgjafar og virku eftirliti med veidum
og heildarafla. Sjavarutvegs- og landbunadarradherra akvedur leyfilegan heildarafla hvers ars fyrir hverja fisk-
tegund. i reglugerd raduneytisins er kvedid & um leyfilegan heildarafla hvers fiskveidiars.

Almennt ma segja ad fiskveidistjérnunarkerfid takmarki veidar helstu nytjastofna vid utgefid aflamark og a
undanférnum arum hefur aflamark verid akvedid samkvaemt radleggingum Hafrannséknastofnunar. Ymsir paettir
hafa b6 valdid pvi ad i mérgum tegundum hefur afli verid nokkud umfram aflamark. | pvi sambandi ber helst ad
nefna tegundatilfaerslu, faerslu veidiheimilda milli ara, afla i verkefnasjod, heimildir vegna undirmalsafla, veidar
erlendra skipa i landhelginni og aflaheimildir til rannsékna.

Myndin ad nedan synir hlutfallslegan breytileika i settu aflamarki og afla midad vid radgjof. Afli porsks hefur ekki
farid meira en 10% fram ur radgjof og settu aflamarki undanfarin 15 fiskveidiar. Afli annarra tegunda hefur farid
mun meira fram Ur rddgjof og aflamarki. Tvaer tegundir skera sig nokkud ur, langa og keila, en par for afli oft
meira en 40% fram Ur radgjof og settu aflamarki. Astaedan er m.a. st ad vid Gthlutun aflamarks téku stjérnvéld
ekki tillit til veida Faereyinga og Nordmanna 4 pessum tegundum. Hafrannsdknastofnun itrekar ad vid utdeilingu
aflamarks verdi tekid tillit til allra veida, lika peirra sem eru utan aflamarkskerfisins.

The objective of the Icelandic fisheries management system is to ensure responsible fisheries that sustain fish stocks and a
healthy marine ecosystem. The management of the fisheries is based on research and monitoring of stocks and the ecosystem,
management decisions based on scientific advice, and enforcement of laws and regulations on fishing. The Minister of
Fisheries and Agriculture sets a TAC for each fishing year for most of the stocks. The Ministry of Industries and Innovation
issues regulations on TAC for each fishing year.

On the whole, the management system restricts catches to set TAC, and in recent years the TAC has been set as advised by
the Marine Research Institute (MRI). Various factors have led to overshoot in catches compared to set TAC. The main reasons
are conversion of the quota of one species to that of another, transfers of quota between fishing years, allowance for
undersized fish, catches of foreign vessels fishing inside the EEZ, and quota/catches that is used to pay for research.

The figure below shows the catch and the set TAC as a proportion of the advice by the MRI. For cod, catches have not exceeded
the advice or the set TAC by more than 10% for the last 13 fishing years. In other stocks catches have exceeded the advice and
set TAC by more than that. Ling and tusk are extreme cases, as catches frequently exceeded the advice and the set TAC by
more than 40%. The main reason is that when setting the TAC, managers did not take account of Faroe and Norwegian catches
inside the Icelandic EEZ. MFRI re-iterates previous advice that when setting TAC, managers should take account of all fishing
for individual stocks, also those that are not part of the ITQ-system.
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